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ments, uf Foundations be . wel laid. in the next, 


- - * 


For Liberty of Conſeience z and may ſerve ( as u 


s and Teſfts,then we can be by any other Provi- 


| vifion, if theſe be Repealed : And they ſtrengthen 


themſelves herein,. by what has been declared by 
thy Letter of Mijn Heer Fagel. :o Mr. James 
Stewart;. 4nd. becauſe the 'Author, of that Paper 
does not ile it an Anſwer thereto mm particular, 


:ſl;l remains. with ſome, as if it. were unan--: 


ſwered. | 

T encline to think ( and ſhall ſa de till T am 
tberwiſe convinced) No man will attempt openly 
to Rglpy upon thoſe Arguments;. But I cannvt take 
Silence in this. caſe to be a ſufficient Enujdene 
of a Conviftion; I bave 1-400 ſleered another 
courſe to break thu Silencg, by offering ſeme things 
70 be conſidered 'tiport the ſubjet matter of Mijn 
Heer Fagel's, Letter, at a Moot Caſe. 

1. Whetber contrary to their Highneſſes de- 
clared Opinion, many Chriſtians are not ſubjet 
to by very ill, gſed, becauſe they differ from the 
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Vogue———That we, are more ers Rene 
Relagion and Liberties under our preſent Laws for . 


be againſt ſuch myſteriow Truths as are -1 

only tot Orton Religion) 15 not to be in. 

fied either by the gentral Law of Natitre, or "ge=" 

neral Rulzs of [ow ure. (73 4 "The the © 
. point of Liberty, of Conſcience” ſeems, | Jet 
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Conſcience, ta be againſt the 
- S L Hoo by Scripture to.” 


I doubt it 13 nos. really granted, bur Rlands in L 
ſome need tobe more fully mculcated, That each.” 
perſon who defires for bim{ſelf to be free, andnot” © 
coerced by Penal Laws zo Worſhip Gad. contr my 
onſeience, may be Jiſpoſed ta allow the. * 
like Liberty to every ' diber Perfonwho dofires io; 
and is of years of diſcretion to. plead for it pom: 
the like terms. 
It is a true ſaying, 14 veram quoe Prius. . 
Truth's Elder than Error : But Error has trods+ |. 


«pon the. Heels of Truth, by Satan's Tr an;forming. 44 
beme- - _ - 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


. Dimſelf into an"Angel of os Mo and wy ingo- _ when they built the Tombs, and Garnifhf 


ters being Bb 


| opmed i Sqgulchees of the Righteous; they had 
Leeonſneſs ; tk 4 we "fon Hi Grd eir Fathers Days, ® boy AS not have 
#:/t ang Lirik ther tn this d of the 
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Pur all ſucc nets oh have been 79's ble Prophets, ) even" in the interim, ake Pupidh res 

20 Temptations,as not always to conſider by what gardleſs of the temper of their ownMinas, then bent 

eb 8 Aged-——Afrer the ho of , Man, upan, and in the next O poreuntit Help 
that A E4 q bas btneſs where= Perſecuting the Righteous, ſo as up-t 

was at fi 6 46 Fas , boreal Meaſure of their Fathers, brin 

* of the ſelves the \Blapd of all the \ 

$0 A Th ha *by. . - m tlie Fonndation 
ls; or T9 Tp touch * 4 = 'the 
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Fam + 0 Wh 20 opts Ih 


ape on therein th and in Rye Cat ce ind as 
73 berty. fr of wy "the "Pre- - Iiftruments bf this Inhuma#® = 1 
AY Ah 2449 oe i Sg « Tetth TT ting Spirit may be taken out of the Way; /o i | 
oe, ( the Sp! ehar, although the' Malignity od it be At #14... ; 


WL tea tion bY trence, 2 Kd rahle 4; that "of Babytoit, {= 
3 FOE * Abd ed: of oned by the Fs: ye coe-wMonns 4a Jer: $147;8$, 9. y 
ti none whe + es yerits Rege ſhall be'ſo feerered Mic: 373,45 | 
is n,. bo. mas of that des *d one,, i vio more "to take away NN hy | NM | 
=> and ſle par te bs Woty) has ever ſinte hoon; from" the Earth; whereto the  fetling, © and 
b=-” If go various Forms, like the bounding of Religious OE Civil Intereſts, npon, 
» Prov. 5. '6. Harhs in th: Proverbs, whoſe Ways and within their diſtin proper Foundations and 
oY 4 29+. arg, = les hroughoue al. Age: mn —_ will greatly Contribute. 
| the comet Jo, at it is reported you have "INE, 
i yy ans vs i Frei $ be eps _ i. jms fad, That 'if you thought, whit you' adviſed 
; 220 tbe: v1 Mech in- oe os ſmaded'to,' were not the [afeft\ why, you | 
Gs an ih as have a eal for og, and would reckon © your ſelves concerned ts 4 anocher 
; + ART Eg of Gedlrpelt, 44% according Part: But I can freely ſay, If T were nigh of that 
/ IL wledze. And this is ſo much the more re-| Mind, I would have choſun 'to le filent;, "ant 
- gt : although the Traft of Holy Afted no. Part at al: But being perfwaded, that 
Me and ea repeats the doleful' the med af Handling, throughly | Peneerati! þ gal 
1 [formal pretended. Godly Cor. free Debating 'the/e Poities.? may” pong x - 
brave but really cruet) Per-, Settlement us, ai "15 moſt-juſt ond equdl ;," 
ſeeution, of. an. Upright and in that Reſpect, if 1t be once* oy laid; moſs 
4 ; Ay wig Mat, 23-35. Conſcience; and has pre- likely to remain wſkhhen: ro Perpernity, + & 
— 17John 3.11, T3, \ 4 ferved upon Record fromthe, TI have therefore thritten” with an Titene, that 
— Jade, verſe, 11. Beginning to the Concluſion what I, write ſhould be throughly Seann'd, with 
3 of Haly Writ, the very 4 Preparation of mind, to *bear the Cenſiires of 
Name of the firft Bloody Tr anſgy eſſar of this .. ſuth as_have a better diſcerning, and woll " dif. 
g for. oftgn ared, bo it nib be endhed \ cover wherein T 'bave Erred** And 1H the firſt : 
| odjoy yi t , future Ages, eſpeci ly pot the Plate, ſubmit the while t6\ your CopreB#For, and © © 
Gy/pel: [$.* how oft Wy it hapned,” (to the Evi. + Dijpoſal,, as you think. fit : W; iſhing, that 'both ©. 
* gence of the, Dipine Original, and Verity of Scrip- * you and my ſelf, may ſo. perſevere in muy mutual 
| Fure: Gb deer even. ſuch as read them {£9 pre= Endeawurs todo well, that in all otiy Greetings 
gend, 0* attend to be guided by their and Partings, we may ( withour Tran Aha 
| Voice, have fulfiled them in Condemning the Fuſt,? * Lord's Rafe ) bid #aeh' other rRamy 
| 4s whrſt they Ro as, in 7 Language of the”, 
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Have at the Inftance of my worthy Friend 

for the Truth's fake, ſet ſome Honrs a+ 

part, ſeriouſly to Conſider the, ſubftance 

of the Letter Written by M:jn Heer Fa- 

. gel, to Mr. Fames Stuart, concerning our 

enal Laws for Religious Matters and Tefts : 

And taking this Honourable Penfioner to be an 
Auntheatick Teſtimony, of their- Highnefles of 
Or-vge Declared Opinion, THAT :NO-CH R1- 
STIAN OUGHT TO BE PERSECUTED 
FOR HIS'©ONSCIENCE, OR TO BE 
IL L USED, BECAUSE HE DIFFERS 
FROM THE PUBLICK AND ESTA- 
STABLISHED RELIGTON; I cannot 
but acknowledge a great S:tisfaction ef Mind, ito 
ſee ſnch a concnrrentEvidence born by their High- 
neſlex, to their Royal Father's Gracious | Decla- 
eation, in a Point, which next to the Bleſſed 
Goſpet of Our LORD, I take to be of- the 
higheſt Concern to the Peace of Mankind ; as 


MADVERSIONS. 


UPON 


Mijn Heer Fagels Letter, 


CONCERNING OUR 


330330884 94408 
Tit) 


TT, 


"4 


LAW. g 


NS 
« 
. 1 P Ch 
PR” 
- Co » 
e. 


tending to Introduce and Eftabliſh Concord 
Amicable Converſations, - in Families, - —_= 
bonrhoods, Cities, Common- Wealths and Kings 
doms, where-ever it is Embraced and : 
Parſned : For, although it may be ſubject 
different Apprehenfions, ( as all other Opir 
are) in the Interpretation, Limitation, or Exte 
of it ; yet its natural! Tendency is to Abate, and 
{ as Experience of its Uſefulneſs does increaſe ity 
Eſteem ) to Eradicate'that  Antichriſtian and'Tr 
humane Temper-of Mind, which under- a pre 
of Z-al for Religion, has provoked Men' to 
at Variinee, Implacable and Uamercitul one 
wards another 3- and inſtead thereof, to. 
ſuch Chriftian-like -Diſpofitions, as will - 
to a Peaceable Behaviour, ſuch as is bece 
thoſe, who have the Name of: Chriſt ( who 
a— Prince of Peace ) called. upon them. - 
This Fund : Maxim of their- 
(though it be: — far its Antiquity, 


be. 


nd 


2s its Intrinfick Vertuezfor its as old as Chriſtianity 
It felf) has not ( as our Sences Teſtify) for a 
long time been Pradtiſed, or afgmitted amongſt 
ws, as a Plea, to prevent the Perſecntiun or ill- 
E—uſage of ſuch Chriſtians, as differ from the Na- 
© tional Eſtabliſhed Religion ; and in that Re- 
; = is but newly upon its Reviving : And there- 
fore it highly concerns all; who-need -or* expect 
” the Benefit of it, to take care, that 
they themſelves be not Inſtcumental to ſtifle it 
in its New-Birth ; for it requires a gentle and pru- 
© dent hagdljng, and cannot be Introduced ( as 
it has beeii thruſt out ) by Force or violent Paſ- 
© fions ; but muſt be meekly dropp'd and inftill'd, 
by fach Methods, and ſuitable Demeanours, as 
may Commend it tg , .and Rivet, it in the 
Minds and Underftandings of' thoſe, ' that have 
but lately Embraced it. | 
You ſee by the Sequel of this LorQ's Letter, 
That neither their Highneſſes, nor this Noble 
Perſon (aithovgh Grounded and Principted in 
- this peaceable Opinion) do conceive it any ill 
Uſage, fox Dfſenters from the publick Efta- 
” bliſh'd Religion, to be kept out of Government, 
3» me all publick Employment and Truſt : And 
erefore, if ſuch, who in all other ReſpeCts, re- 
*. ceive the Benefit thereof, are denizd that ſhare 
- of Power, Truſt or Profit in publick Stations, 
- which they think_they oughtallo to enjpy in com- 
* mon with others; (as any of them are qualifiefl 
> for it upon a civil Account, without any Reli- 
 gious Teft impoſed) yet Chriftian Pcudence 
© will teach him that 'values Liberty of Conſcience, 
>» and the free, 2nd” peaceable Exerciſe of his Re- 
- ligion, by that Eſteemhe ought to have of it, not 
> to h:zzard the lofs of it again, by an Over» valuation 
>» of any Worldly Honour, Power or Profit, but to bear 
with Contentation of Mind and manifeſt Chear- 
= fulnef, / A Character (if impoſed by the. Civil 
-* Government) of a Perſon not Capacitated for 
publick Employment, becauſe of his Opinion in 
= Religion; different from the Forms of Worſhip 
Eftabliſh'd ia' the Nation. 


+ 
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+ - It is @ high Favonr ' and” Obligation to Grati- 
> tude,” That on the Diſſenters behalf, their High- 
= neſs Declare, They do not 'only conſent," a3 for 
& #be Papiſts in His Majeſty's Dominions, having 
as much Liberty as is allowed them by the States 
en rheir Provinces ; ('(cilicet, a full Eiberty of 
 Con'tience ) but heartsly approve of the Diſſens 
$ -zexs baping an entire” Liberty, for the' full” Ex+ 
erciſe of thet* Relygion, without. any Troubk or 
-  Mlinderarict ;* ſo that nane may be able to give them 
#holoaſft Diſturbance on thas Account. | 
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This Grace ſtrictly binds the Difſenters to ma» 
nifeſt their real Thankfulneſs to their Highneſſes, 
by a ſuitable Deportment, SO FAR. ASIS 
CONSISTENT PITH THEIR DU TY 
TO GOD AND THEIR KING; and 
with ſo much the greater Circumſpection , be- 
cauſe their Highncſſes ( Page 21.) do alſo De- 
c'are, They cannot apree to the ay of the 
Teſts, or any of thoſe Penal Laws, by which the. 
Roman Catholicks are ſput out of borh Houſes of 
Parliament, and out of all publick Employments, 
Eccleſiaſtical, Civil and Military, And this No» 
ble Perſon afterwards, adds his own Opinion to 
the ame Purpoſe : ( Page 3.) And yet HE E- 
VER WAS, AND STILL Is, VERY MUCH 
AGAINST ALL THOSE WHO WOULD 
PERSECUTE ANY CHRISFIAN, BECAUSE 
HE DIFFERS FROM THE PUBLICK 
AND ESTABLISHED RELIGICN ;* AND 
HOPES BT THE GRACE OF GOD, TO 
CONTINUE SFILL IN THE SAME MIND, 


And atks, Who wonld go about to peyfſwarle 
him, or any Man elſe, to endeavour to move their 
Hoghneſſes, whom God hat b Honoured ſo far, | as 
to make them the Proteftors of Hit Church, to 
approve of, or to conſent to things ſo hurtful, both 
Þ ns Reformed  Re/igion, and to the Publick 
Safety. UL 

. His Majeſty's Gracious DeclaratioN for. Liber 
ty of Conſezence, and thoſe Paſſages foregoing, 
with others of the like Nature in His Lord- 
ſhips Letter, being compared and duly weighed, 
will plainly Demonftrate where the ſtreſs lies in 
Reference to Difſenters; and how greatly it con- 
cerns the, that this Mitrer bs clearly Stated; to 
the Satisfaction botti of 'Hiz- Majefty and their 
Highneffes, £44 


THE KING OF” HIS"PRINCELT CARE 
AND AFFECTION UNTO ALL HIS -LO- 
VING SUBFECTS, THAT THEY MAY LIVE 
AT EASE AND QUIET; AND FOR TRE 
ENCREASE OF TRADE*AND' 2B NC OU: 
RAGEMENT OF STRANGERS; "THOUGHT 
FIT BY FERTUE OF HIS: ROTAL PRE- 
ROGATIVE, TO ISSUE FORTH 'HIS- DE- 
CLARATION O F INCULGENCE;' M 4- 


vp? 


\ KING NO' DOUBT OF" TA E''CONCU R> 


RENCE OF HIS TWO HOUSES OF P A R- 
EIAMENT, WHEN HE- SHOULD © THINK 
TT CONVENIENT FOR THEM TO "MEET. ' 

| | : 


This Indulgence confifts of two' principat 
Parts, The one Relating to Eccleſiaſtical Mat- 
ters, 


ters, andthe” Exerciſe of Religion in any man- 
ner whatſoever : And the other, - to Ciril and 
Military Employ ments. 

In the tomer | Caſe, His Majeſty havin 
Declared, That He + would Protect - and Main- 
tain alt His Subjects: of the Church! of England, 
inthe free Exerei/e of their Religion;-as by Law 
Eſtabliſhed ; ( as ſhall be herein, after in -the 
Words of His Royal Declaration, expreſs'd ) af- 
terwards declares His ' Royal Witt and Plea 
- ſure. | 


That from henceforth, the Execution: of all, 
and all-manner of Penal Laws in MATTERS: 
ECCLESIASTICAL, for nat commg to Church, 
or not :Receiving th: Sacrament, 'or for any ether - 
Nonconformity ro the Religion Eſtabliſhed, or for 
or by Reaſon of the Exercsſe of Religion in any- 
manner whatforver, be immediately .Suſpended : 
And. the farther Excentron of "the fazd Penal 
Laws, andevry of them, 4s thereby Saſpended. 

In the laiter Caſe. Fora/much; 4s. be was des - 
firous to have the Benefit of the Service of all Hs 
kvving'. Sanhj ets, which by the Law of Nature, 
#5 in/eparably Annexed to, and inherent im H;s 
Royal Perſin: And that none of Hy SubjeRts 
mg bt. for. the future be under any Diſcouragement 
&: Dilgbility, ( who are otherwiſe: mell © inclined, 
axd fit; tor ſerve His Majeſty ) by Reaſon of ſome 
Gaths or Teſts,.tbar hbeve. been u/ually. Admini- 
fired bn ſuch Occaſions; His Majeſty did thereby 
further Declare, That #t was His Royal Will and 
Pleaſure, That the Oaths, commonly called the 
Oiths of Supremacy and Allegiance : And alſo, 
the ſeveral Teſts and Declarations mentioned in 
the Acts of Parliament, made in the 25th. and 
30th Tears of the Reign of Hu late Royal Brother 
King Charles the Second, ſhould not at any Time 
thereafter, be Required to be Taken, Declared, or 
Subſcrived by any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, 
who was, or ſhould be employed in any Office or 
Pace of Truſt,either Civil or Military, under His 
Majefty,or in His Government. And further, That 
& w.1s Hy Pleaſure and Intention, from Tims to 
Tine, thereafter to grant. Hi Royal Diſpenjations 
under Hy great $:al, to all Hs Loving SubjeRs, 
Jo to be employed, who ſhould not take 'the ſaid 
Oaths, or Sub/cribe or Declare the ſaid Teſts or 
Declarations, sn the above-mentioned Acts. and 
every of them. 


% 


My Lord Fagel tells us, That their Highneſſes 
of Ocange, if His Majeity ſhall think fit further 
eo defire their Concurrence in the Repealing the 


C3), | 


firſt / 


- bance, {ſo as they cook-/} 


Penal Laws, they ave ready 16 pive 15 Provide# - 
always, that thoſe Laws remain frill tw their fu'l | 
Vigonr, by which the Romani Catholicks 'are ſpar 2 
out +f both Houſes of 'Parſiament, '##d all © Pub«* 

lick Employments; | ai bas - been befsrt-mentroned.” 
But to the Repeal of thbſe Teſts, aid theſe other” 
Penal Laws laſt mes that" tend "to the Se="*.- 


curity of the Proteſtant Religion, for the Reaſons * 
expreſt in the Letter, they cannot agrees” *— 
Some of the Difſentete-upon their firſt ſenfible - 
Experience of that great and pnexpected change © - 
of their Condition, . elfected* by His Mijeſty's 
GraciouDeclarationob Indulgence, E et © 


. >»? 


Impriſonment during Life, without 4 
diſcharged from Fines and Forfeitures, whictithey 
cou'd never have ſatisfied : -At-Liberty; not"only / 
to follow and attend their | private », 
but to Exerciſe theif. Rel on according to their” 
Conſciences, without- any” Reſtraint or *Diftur</ 
b'd Mg oy oral 

tas Preach'd -or Taught them, #| 

n:ip br any Wins tend ro Alienate the Hearts t 
His Majeſty's Subjefts from Him or His Governs 
ment; and that the:r Meetings and Aſſemblies,” © 
were Peacend'y, Openty, -and Publickl 

all Perſons freely admitted to them) : 


- 


themſelves obliged in to--God' in a 
place; for - Hz ' Mereifnl fence; To-the® . 
King in the next place, for His Gecjous Parden® 


and Incu!gence, to pay their Humble and Thank- 
fal Acknowledgments: And this they did ii the 
Publick Aflemblies, and alſo in” their | 
Addrefles to His Majefty. - 4 0 
Soon after, under an Umbrage of | 
2 Printed Letter, (Entituled; 4 Levte#"r0 om E 
ſenter ) they were rebuked' as guilty of '! "_— 
ſonable Thankfulnefs, and Pre-eautioned* of the > 
Hazzurds to which they E themſelves, by 
taking Liberty to Aſſemble publickly ( the only 
Condition upon which they werdpernineey 
Aſſemble at all. ) before it way Granted; - 
firmed by Parliament: But -(1his Rebuke-an$ 
Pre-caution, notwithſtanding!) the” GeneraFty#@# - 
D fſenters and matny others in 'Con th _ 
them. purſued the lame Method in'Add | 
the King z and many of them, therein affuringHlis 
Majeſty of their beſt Endeavours, | for Choo 4 
ſuch Members fcr the next Parliament, a+ "5 
conſent, that the Indulg-ace granted by His Mas ” 
jeſty's Gracious Declaration, ſhould be Confirtt* -* 
'ed by a Statute- Law. C 73-4 6G. 
If the Diſſenters -had not made theſe Acknows * » 
ledgments, or ſhould not purſue what thes have 
B 2 prom. 


< 
by =, 


iſed, His Majeſty would have juſt Cauſe to 
\ be highly offended ; But becauſe they have been 
+ driven to this Neceſſity by the Church of England, 
> and thoſe in her Communion, by whom they 
| havebeen always branded with the Marks of Dif- 
| loyalty, as if they were Univerſally $editious, 
* Riotous, Rebellious ; and all this, becauſe ſome 
. ofthem Regulacly, others of them Irregularly, in 
l junCtion with many more than themſelves of 
the Church of England, ftrove to Defend and 
* Vindicate their own and othersLiberties and Privi- 
ledges, asSubjeCts & Chriſtians,of which the genera- 
lity of theChurch of E-g/and,jin Qppoſition to theſe 
Difſenters,and the ceft of their own Communion, 
would make a Surrender, and ( as the Author of 
the Letter ro a Diſſenter terms it) a Sacrifice to 
their Revenge. If the Difſenters had ,no other 
Plea, / but this inevitable Neceflity to which they 
were Reduced, that they muſt ſtarve at preſent, 
to avoid: a Forfeiture of theirSubſiftance in the next 
Generation. It is to be hoped, that what they bave 
dbne, and promiſed to doin their Addrefſes to His 
Majeſty, being duly weighediby my Lord Fage!, 
will be fo Repreſented, as thatyit may not be any 
© Offenceto their Highneſlces.. ' 
- Dulſencors, though in-ſuch things as relate in- 
. Glterentlyto them all, they may ll agree; yet 
- inother things, they diffſent one from another, 
as muchas from thoſe who are no Diflenters, (6 
; Called in Reference to the Eftablſh'd Religion 3 
and ig that Coercion of Conſcience, Subjedtion 
to Fines, Impriſfonments, and Univerſal Ruine, to 
which, by Srarure-Laws as they Row ftand, they 
wete all Ex 
i an Orderly; and fuch- a- Way as is attainable 
with: His M ijeſty's Approbation and Royal: Aſ- 
-* ſent, to endeavor, that all thoſe Laws may be 
* either Totally; or in part Repealed; and the reft 
Explained, as that none of them may be Ex- 
poſed to the Severity of them for Conſcience lake. 
But although. the Prefſares under which the 
Dilſfenters were laid;, are a (ufficievt necefii.ous 
- Excufe, tor what they heve done, aid further ob- 
liged/them(cbves todo,intheir Hnmble & Thank- 
ful Addreſſes toithe King : Yet for Hs Luid- 
MSips more entire Satifaftion that their Neceſ- 
have net driven them tv do any more, than 
what is agreeable with their Priuciples, in Relati- 
-on-to Civil Government ; and ſuch Laws as are 
requi{te for its'Support, Dig-ity and Safety, fo 
far as T am-capable: of undecſtinding their Rea- 
fons. for {o. doing, by a general Converſation a- 
mongſt moſt ſorts. of them , for many Years 
galt : L am defirous they ſhould be Commungi- 
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They -are equally concerned. 


cated for a general Satisfaction z and more par-- 
ticularly and eſpecially;that his Lordſhip may know 
them, if he will vouchſafe to read my Sentiments. 
therein, whoiam/an, oli Difſenter! from the Diſ- 
cipline,Service,and Statute Law, Worſhip and ſome 
Canons ; but no Adverſary to the DoCtrines in. 
general, or-Conſtitution of the Church of En- 
gland. 


His Lordſhip is pleaſed to ſay, ( ys 4; ) That 
it # certain, that there is no Kingdom, Coms- 
monwealth, Conftituted Body, or Aſſembly whar- 
ſotver, in twhich there are not Laws made for 
the Safety thereof 5 and that Provide againſt all 
Attempts whatſoever, that diſturb their » 
and that preſerrbe the Conditions and Nualities: 
that they judge nec:ſſary for all that ſhall bear- 
Employments in that Kingdom, State, or Cor-- 
poration : And no man can prete:"d, that there 
ir any Injury dene bim, that he t1 me admired to. 
Employments, | when he doth not ſatisfie the Con«. 
ditzons and Qualities Required.. 


And afterwards, ( page 7.) Our Laws are Exe © 
preſs, Excluding Roman Catholicks by Name, 
from all ſhare in the Government, and from all” 
Employments, exther of the Policy or Fuftice of our 
Countrey : Tt is true, I do not know of any ex<- 
preſs Law that ſhuts them out of Military En» 
ployments ; That bad mdeed been hard, fince iO 
the firſt Formation of our State, they joined with 
us in acfending our Publick Liberty, and did w- 
Eminent Service during the Wars, therefore they. 
were not ſhut out from theſe Military Employ« 
ments 3 for the a Safety was no ways endan- 

ered by this; borh, becauſe their Numbers that 
erved_ in our Froops were not great, and becauſe 
the Slates could: eafily prevent any Inconvenience 
that might arife out of that, which could not 
bave been done-fo eaſily, if the Roman Catholicks. 
had been admitted to a ſhare in the Government... 
and m the Policy and Juſtice of our State. 


And further, ( page 8.) Since the matter that- 
*s now 1% Hand, Relates not to- the making of 
New Laws, but to the Total R:pealing of Foſe 
already made both by King and Parliament : Their 
Hi ghneſſes do net ſee how 1t can be expeRted of 
them, that they ſhould C)nſent to ſuch a Repeal, 
to which they have ſo juſt an Averſjon ; as being 
4 thing, that «s contrary to the Laws and Cuſtoms 
of all Chriiftian States, whether. Proteſtants. or 
Papiſts, who receive none to a ſhare in the Go= 
vernment,. or publick Employments, but thoſe who 


Profeſs 


Profeſi the Publick and Eſtabliſh'd Religion, and 
take Care to jecure it againſt all Attempts what- 
foever. And a little before, Thesr Higbneſſes are 
Convinced in therr Conſciences, that both the Pro- 
reſtant Religion, and' the Safety of the Nation, 
would be Expoſed to moſt certain Dangers, uf erther 
the Teſts, or thoſe other Penal Laws, 'of "which T 
have made frequent mention, ſbould'be Repoal'd. 


To ſeveral of theſe things, it ismy intent, hum- 
bly to offer my Diſſent : But I defice to doit with 
all D« ference to his Lordſhip, and humble Sub» 
miſſion to the Judgment and Determination of 
my Superioursz, on whoſe Shoulders the weight 
of Government, whether Legiſlative, or Execu- 
tive, lies 3/ and in whoſe Hands reſpectively, are 
both the Right and Power of Diſpoſing all pub- 
lick Employments. 

Civil Government, is Ordained of God for the 
good of Mankind ; Dominion - is foonded in Na- 
twe; and fo of Confequence-, is 'SubjeRtion to 
Superiours, The Difſenters, who acknowledge 
the Scriptures to be the Word of God Revealed 
from Heaven, and-to contain, the ſtanding gene- 
ral Rules of Faith, Worſhip and Converſation, 
are therein taught, and readily admit, that every 
Soul ought to be ſubject to the Higher Po»ers 
and toevery Ordinance of Humane Creaticn; not 
only for Wrath, but for Conſcience fake, andthe 
Lord's {. ke. 

Every Independent Government, 'bei 
Supream over its own Subjects, is veſte> 
with a Power to make and Execute ſuch Laws, as 
are neceſſiry, proper, and adequate, for its own 
Support and Satety 3 ard may juftly require, not 
only a Subje@ive, Paſſive, but an Active Ohe- 
dience to be given by each particular Subject, in 
all Lawful Things, as he is thereto. Capacitated, 
and by Authority Commanded. 

No mat'er or thi»g #whatfoever, openly Tran- 
Red, is Excerpted from the Cognizarce or 
Judgment of ſa", as are fapream Governours, 
within their Reſpective Dominions *+ Art it i» 
certain,” asmy Lord Favel (ays,” There 150 fore 
of G- vernment, 1n which there are not Laws made 


for th-'Safety thereof, and that Provide againſt * 
all Attempts that diſturb their Peace 5 An@ * 


(de Fatto ) Preſcribe Conditions 2nd Qualities 
as they jute necefliry for all that ſhall be employ= 
ed there. 

But” that all Conditions: and Qualities are alike, 
necef{ary, equal and juſt, or ſuctras naturally. tentl 
to the Peace and Safety of the Government ; 
and that-no man can pretead, that there is any 
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Injury done him,' that” he is not admitted'to puts 
lick Employments, when he doth not- ſatisfie the 
Conditions. and ities required : Theſe 
things fall under farther Conſideration. A 
If his Lordſhip had not- declared the ſpecial 
Reaſons,, why their Highnefles, and Cats 
not conſent” to a | Repeal of the Teſts, and ſforue - 
Penal' Laws; -or not. mentioned the Laws of his - 
own Country, nor-declared, that the matter-now - 
in Hand, relates not to the making of New Laws, . 
but to the total Repealing of thoſe already made, - 
both by King and Parlianent. There had been- 
no Occaſion given for ſuch Remarks, az (I: ſhall” 
now make upon theſe- Branches of His Fetter; - 
. His Lo-dihip very well knows, that as Govern« 
mentsare divers in their Forms and Conftitutions, - 
one from another, fo alſo. are their Laws+ and: 


Employments, butare-Excluded by p | 
ſhare in the Govermiient, and from all Employ» - 
ments, 'either of the Pvlicy-or - Juſtice! of theie- 
Conntry3/4o I may ' humbly offer to His Lord--- 
ſhips further Confideration, fach Reaſons as I: 
think to-be cogent, why no-+ Diſſencrer, Romand:: 
Catholick, nor \ ProteſPunt," if Com andi 
Authorized by theKing, :nd in all other Ref 
(not touching his Religion) dnly qualified accor--- 
ding to Law, to Execute any Emp!oy ment," Civil: 
or Military, ſhou'd be Exchided- from- thences-. 
perely, becauſe his R: Bgion - or* Manner! of Wor-- 
is different from' that, u bich by Srarure-Lawr 
- liſh's to be the publick Worſhip of the: 
ation. | od 207. 10 WUHA 34484 
I doubt not bnt> that 'forementiened” Maxima 
which tends40; ard Whneet{firy-10r-. the ' Mainte» 
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awed: 


why he is very much agairt all thoſe wh 


(Page 3.) Perſecmre-any Chriſtiane betaoſt he 
differs from. the Publick- Eftabl(h'® Religion. | 


Seil. Becauſe that Eight, wich which Re 
luminates Ony 11, 8 prays et 
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thoſe who Exr, That God motild bring -thenr into 
che Way of Truth, and to uſe all Gentle and 
Freend'y Methods, fer Reducing them, to it. / 
And his Lordſhip may very well -fay,' That He 
coutd-never Comprebend, ( tor I think, it is not to 
te -Comprebended by.any-. man ) how, any that 
Profeſs themſelves Chriſtians, 'and that may En« 
Joy their Religion freely and: without any Diſtur- 
bance, can judge it lawful for them to go about-t0 
diſturb the Quiet of any Kingdem or State ; or 
#0 Overturn Conſtitutions, that jo they themſelves 
may: be Admitted into Employments. And let 
me add t6 this; from the hike. Reaſons. of State 
and Obligation of Religion, I'can- as little appre+ 
hend, how any: that are of the; National' Religion, 
and may enjoy both. that, and: all:the publick: Bes 
nefits -of if. freely, and withoot any Diſturbance, 
Lan go about to diſturb the Quiet of this: King- 
dom;;' and -to-make,-not only: Religious, but -our 
Civil Conſtitutions fo to. jarry: 2nd; juftle one. a+ 
gainſt another, az to threatenothe: aver:tutning of 
the whole 5 That ſo-under the; /YJaibrage- of. Star 
tute-Laws.{ in (ome-Reſpects:incotteretk; if not 
with the Fundamental Law, yet with: the preſent 
State and Management,of Publick 'Afairs;,) they 
themſelves may' be the only Perſans :capable of 
Employments, Excluſive of thoſe many Myriads 
in the Natiyun, who upon- a; Civil Account may 
juſtly defire, that:ſuch Statute Laws -avay;ig an 
orderly Method, be either in; pat, -or;'4n whole 
Repealed, or ſo /Limited., or -- Explaiged ;-as that 
they may not far the futpre, de any more than 0- 
thers of His Majeſty's Subjects, entangled in, or 
ſubjected to a loſs: of their. Civil -Rights, for a 
good' Conſcience towards God, or Obedience to 
the Commands of their. King,/ in ſuch; things as 
are in their own Nature, not only -lawful, bat ze- 
cefſary to be: done... | et ng” 1A 1 
It may be. his, Lordſhip has not taken ſuch 
KriQ> notice of: the: Nature, of the Goyernment, 
Conſtitutions and different, Qualities of the Ref- 
pective kinds of the Laws of England, as,be: has 
done of thoſe of his own Conntrey z..21l whicty are 
neceſl;ry to be, known, ang we'l pandred hetere 
apy Solid Judgmegt ;can þe.,qmege-in, Refpect of 
ſuch Proceedi Roſs have, is je qty the 
amongſt. us, in. .apd callingof Perſons 
to Offices, Places vs Tilt, and. Publick Ewploy- 
ments. | ii "T7 1% 
His Lordſhip is pleaſed frequently /in his Let- 
ter, to. put a great -Emphgſts upun ſuch Laws as 
.he. would nat haye Repealed, in that they; are 
made both by Kivg and "Parliament; ; whereas, 
ſettingafide the ſubject mater, there. is. nothing 
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more-in _ this, then what is requiſite fo erery. $t1- 
tute that paſſes irito a Law ; ſome of which have 
never been obſcrved at all, but openly broken -e- 
vety day ;3 and no man ever Profecnted for the 
breach of+it: Others Prohibiting ſome ſorts of 
Trades'and Merchandizes, which have been E- 
vaded;: Neglected, or Connived at, or Difpen- 
ſed. witha}, .upon divers Occafians not necdiul te 
be mentioned : Nothing is more frequent a- 
mongft uz,” then to have Statute Liws made in 
one- Parliament, 'to be Repealed in pert, or in 
whole, by the next Succeeding, and foinetimes in 
the ſame Partiament, if of any Long Continuarce, 
But on the other hand the Sages of, our, Law, have: 
in their Law- Boaks delivered cettain Fundamen- 
tal Maxims,- from. which we can never recede ; 
as that, 1f a Statute Law ſhould be: made contra= 
ry to Common Right, and the Gzneral Law of 
Nature, Reaſon or Scripture; ſuch a Law would 
be. void of it ſelf :- And when Actions have been 
grounded upon a particular Statute, which, in ibe 
ordinary. conftructioa of words, did ſeem to-In- 
trench upon any _ Faadamental Maxims : Our 
Jadges have given another Interpretation of ſuck 
Starutes, then the words in common conſtruction 
weonid bear, - rather then .give Judgment in any 
ſpecialc aſe againit ſuch:General and Fuudamental 
Maxims. --\_ ; | 

The King's Prerogative, is part of the..Com- 
mon Law of England, and as this is exprefly ſa+ 
ved. m ſeveral Statutes; ſoit hath been frequently 
Interpreted by the Sages of our Law, to extend to 
the Diſpenhng with Su'ipending or Pardoniug, of 
any Penalty incurred by a Statute-Law, whereby 
no, Subject can derive a particular damage. to 
bimfelfs, and wherein the; Kings Power js not 
expreſly. limited; And where the nature. of the 
Offence is ſuch avmay be diſpenſed with the King 
is not Confined to Namber, Place, or Time, for 
.That the Law leaves indefigitely to His Plcalne, 
that the Remedy, may be proportionable to the 
Occaſion : And tho every Penal, Statute is in- 
tended in ſome fenſe Pro Bono Publico,;z yet it 
may. not be Pro Bonn Singulorum Populi, And 
in ſuch. caſes,. the. Offence is anderftood to be 


'ovlyto the King's. damage in His Publick; Capaci- 
ty of Supream Gavernour ; and therefore wrong= 


ing none but Himſelf, His Prerogative may be 


. Exerciſed as oft and as largly as ke is Gratiouſly 


P.cafed it ſhall be in Ads of Mercy, Kindne(s, 
ard Goodueſs, to any of His Subjects who are 


:O>noxious to Penalties by breach of Penal Laws, 


ſo as no othey of His. Subjects be injur'd thereby 
in their particular Rightz: And in many cafes 
with 
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with a Non-obſtante in His. Grant, . to- a Non- 
ebſtantein an ACt'of Parliament therein Recited. 

His Lordſhip is pleaſed to ſay, That jt is con- 
trary to the Laws and Cuſtoms of all Chriſtian 
S ates, whether Proteſtants or Papiſts, who re- 
cieve none to a ſhare in the Government, or to 
Publick Employments, but thoſe who profeſs the 
Publick and Eftabliſhed Religion, and that take 
care to ſecure it againſt all Attempts whatſoever 3 
But this muſt be taken with an Exception, as 
to Military Employmeats in his Lordſhips 
Country, as he has expreſt it; and alſo with an 
Exception as to our Kingdom, -which as Sr. E4- 
ward Coke Chief Juſtice has well Obſerv'd, is di- 
vided, not only by the S2as, but by its own. Laws 
from all the reſt of the World; for that they 
have no dependance upon any Forreign Law 
whatſoever,no not upon the Civil Law; but are in 
ſuch a manner Appropriated to it (elf, as that. np 


forreign Precedents are to beodjeted againſt 3 


And with this ſpecial Exception in the very Act of 


Parliament, for the taking the Parliamentary- 


Teſt in Relation to the the King's Majeſty that 
now is, being then Duke of 71k, and' Heir. 
Preſumptive to the Crown, which in Right of 
Succefſion to His Royal Brother, He.now Enjoys, 
there is a Frovifo made in theſe words, Provs-, 
ded almays ” that nothing in ths Aft oor pe; 


ſnall extend to His Royal Highneſs the Diuke of 


Vork\. ( Provided ) had been ſufficient; and I pre- 
ſame ( 4[#Þays ) will be conſtrned only as Redun- 
dant. But'asthere is no expreſs Saving, fo nei- 
ther is there any expreſs limitation of the King's 
Prerogative in that At. 

I alſo conceive, That His 'Lordſhips Aﬀerti- 
on onght to be taker with an Explanation, or. far- 
ther "Exception of ſuch Governmeiits as by their 


Laws and/Conftitutions admit of the Publick Ex- 


erciſe of both Religions, Roman Catholick and 
Reformed'; and alſo of all ſuch Imperial Dyets 
in Germany and Poland, as are Conftituted of 
of Princes and Patatinates, as welt of one as of 
the other Religion. And tho I have no other 
Exceptions to 'ad&'in matter of Fat; as it is li- 
mited to Chriſtian States, yet among ſuch azare ' 
ofthe Reforme! Religion, who acknowledge the 
Authority and Verity. of the Holy Scripture. - It 
may be alledped that 4b6Oripgine, it way no General 
Rule, Law, or Reafon of State, in Relation to, Ci- 
vii Government, That all who were. admit- 
ted to Publick Employment, ſhould be of 
ene and the fame Religion ; T omit to inſtance 
thoſe mean Exemples which. may be given from 
thence to the Contrary ; I ſhall mention only 
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that of-the Bibylonian and Per fian Kings.” | 
Nebuchadnez7ar gave; directions tothe: Maſter 
of his Eunuchs, to bring the Choiceſt of theIſralizes 
for Wiidom and , Knowledge, to, ſtand. in- the 
Kings. Pallace.; Daniel. and Jia, Vprtdres were 


. brought, and ſtood: before, the .King (tho they 


neither were of, nor would take any care to &- 
cure tne Kings Religion, or the Publick Worſhip 
of the Countrey. } And theſe. and others of their 
Nation were promoted by him :| , And the  Syc- 
ceedigg Perfian Monarchs in Places of Truft and 
Publick. Employ menga,: 29g obraines great  Pci- 
viledges in relation, to- their own Religion, Nation, 
Coontrey, aqd Principal Gty- +... 

But it js tobe obſerved, That tho, Liberty-of- 
Conſcience, was rarely Interdicted by any.' of the” 
Great Monarchs before, or till the Age after our 
Saviours manifeſtation in the Fleſh; (. ſo that to 
diſſent from any Eſtabliſhed Religion was no im- 
pediment :to a Secular Enployment ) yet . an” 
Aatichriſtian , Spirit. ever and. anon, diſcovered it 
ſe!f in ſuch as had a. form of Godlineſs, .in their 
Diſturbing and the true Servantzof God, 
inthe Peaceable Enjoyment of their Civil and Re- 
ligious Liberties, upon the. account of their difſ- 
ſent from ſuch Forms of Worſhip. az by Cuſtora 
or Tradition, were commonly uſed... Reforma- 
tion accarding to the Reyealed” Will. of 
has often been maligned, whereof we. have .; 
divers inſtances. in Scripture, one I ſhall mention, 
becauſe (- tho it be a digiedion. ) it. ſeems apt to- 
our preſent purpoſe. 

The Laws of the Medes and Perſian were (as 
by a. ſtated, Maxime ) eſteemed : nu" alterablez: 
Cyrw their King; as alſo his, Succeſſors, haxi 
experiene of the Wiſdom and Fidelity of ome of 
the Jews. in, their . Captivity, not only. placed* 
then- in. Publick. Employments, but granted them 
as a ſpecial Favour, the Rebuilding of their City ,. 
and the Temple of God, and Reftitvtion of Hw- 
Yom at Zeruſ/alem, according, to the. Divine- 

w 


The Kings great. Officers ,.. and the Nations- 
inhabiting in the Countries Adjacent (tho- 
pretended to ſeek and do Sacrifice ta the fame- 
God yet?) being Adverſaries to the Jews Refti-- 
twion and Reformation of Divine Werſbip, ob« 
tained countermands to this Perfian Kings decree,. 
andeven inthe Reign of C;rws, hired Councellors, 
to- fruftcate--the Jews purpoſes . and by Royal 
Orders,obtained-contrary to the firſt Decree, Inter- 
rupted the Progreſs, & full Accompliſhment , there«- 
of for many years after. And tho theſe Kingy .badk 
Experience of the Fidelity of the Periongto- whams. 

thefe- 


"theſe" Favours were granted, yet on Pretenſions 
' that the Grants would be to the Kings damage, 
-and that the Jews in general were ( as foe of 
"them at certain ſeaſons had ſhew'd themſelves to 
* be ) aSeditious People; They were prevented 
for a long time of the full Enjoyment of the 
'Priviledges Granted. 
Inlike manner,((o far asthe para!lel ina due con- 
' truction will bear.) If the States of the United 
Netherlands had made ſuch a Judgment Univerſal- 
ly of all *tha: were ofthe 'Communian © of the 
urch of Rome, That they were and would be 
; perfidious to their Civit Gopvernours of another 
Religion ; And had for that Reaſon in the firtt 
»formarion of theic State, rejected thole Roman 
*Catholicks who joyned with them in defending 
' their Pablick Liberty; They never cou'd have 
' had that Experience of their Fidelity and Emi- 
-nent Service for which his Lordſhip now applands 
thein. 
_ * "Ttis not my part to ſpeak any thing more 
-concerning the Engliſh Roman Catholicks upon 
-this ccafion, then only to refer to ſuch of our 
Laws, as in Ages paft were made by them to 
Vindicate and Guard the Kings Prerogative, and 
the Rights of his Subjects, againſt the Uſurpati- 
ons of the Biſhop of Rome, andClergy of 
that Communion : ButI conceive his Lordſhip 
(by obſerving the different coriduct of thoſe of 
the Reformed Religion, where they have the 
' Government toward the Roman Catholicks, from 
what the Raman Catholicks is where they have 
the Power, and reckon themſelves ſafe towards 
thoſe of the-Reformed Religion} hath admini- 
ſtred a. fair occafion to His Majefties Subjects of 
that Communion, to manifzſt how far it conſiſts 
with their Religion and Reſolution, ( whether 
admitted into, or debarr'd from places of Truſt 
and Pablick Employments) indiſpenſably to per- 
fiſt in their Obdience to the Soveraign Majeſty 
of this Kingdom, and Amicable and Peaceable 
Behaviour towards all their fellow Subjects ,of 
the Reformed Religion. And whether they. will. 
contribute their aſfittance in their reſpective Ca- 
pacities, for.eſtabtiſhing and preſerving, Liberty of, 
Conſcience, on ſuch a Foundation as may ſecure 
5ll octs of Diſſenters now , and herereafter from 
a!l Penaltiezand Coercion : For if by any ſuch De- 
claration it ſhon'd appear we have Engliſh Roman 
Catbolickr, like unto thoſe of - the Netherland; 


This might pe haps make way. for ſome diftin- 
ticns to be made in future provilions, by Law (az 
hact fore has been done) between ſome Rotnan 
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Catholicks and others, fo as to. avoid the geners! 
condemnation of all who are oftheir Communi> 
on (#2 other parties have been to the injury of 
many Thouſands) by wholeſale; and if it ſhould 
ever hereafter happen vgon proof, That any of 
our Engliſh Romar. Cathcl'cks ſhould do Ems 
nentS-rvice in defence of the Public Peace and 
Liberty; I mike no doubt but the conſequence 
would extend farther, with <i{pe&t unto ſuch 
individual Perſons, then it did with the - Papiſts 
in the Netherlands. 

For greater Fidelity to the Publick Intereſt 
could not be ſhewn, then to hazard their Lives, and 
Perſevere in their Conſtancy with the Reformed 
Proteſtants, in defence of their Civil Liberties 
againſt Armies of their own Religion, when any 
Act of Treachery ( as the Princes of the Ph;{/tz. 

ans (aid tothe King of Gath, 
1 Sam. 27. 4, 5. concerning King « David |) 

might haveReconciled them ta 
thoſe of their own Communion, perhaps. with a 
ſecular Advantage to themſelves, and Hazard, jf 
not certain P.nine of the Lives and Liberties of 
the Reformed Proteſtants : Certainly thoſe Indi. 
vidual Perſons (if the Conditions of their Service 
were not before hand expreſly limited to a Mi- 
litary Station}might think they were hardly nſed 
to be excluded by Name for the ſake of their Reli. 
gion, from all ſhare in the-Government and other 
publick Imployments, which they had been inftru- 
mental m_ others pr recover and defend. 

There is one paſlige more in his Lord{hin? 
Latter, which will lead me to what I _ - oy 
ther toadd upon. this occaſion. | 


"His Lordſhip fays, He would glad ſee one for. 
gle goed Reaſon, to move 4 "US. Nt rid = 

, and that is concerned for bu Religion, to-con« 
ſent to the Repealing of eboſe Laws that bave 
been EnaRed by the Authority of the King and 
Parliament, which have no other Tendency, bue 


to the Security, of the , Reformed. Religion, and 10: 


the reſtraining of the Roman , Catholichs from 'a\ 
capacity. of overturning it : Theſe') Laws inflitt 
neither. Fines nor Pumſhments, and, do only Ex+ 
cluds ghe Reman Catholicks from 'a ſhare in the. 
Government; mhoby being in Employments mutt. 
needs ſtudy to Encreaſe their Party, and to gain 
to it. more Credit and Power, which. by: 
what we ſee every day, we mnſt conclude; will bs" 
extream'y dangerous to the Reformed Religion, 
and mnſt turn toits great Prejudice. 

I 
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f fave before declared, Y have been long 
reckoned among difſenting Proteſtants, and 
do acknowledge it is my Duty (above all carth- 
ty things) to Fear GOD, and to' be concerned 
for my O_ But CET beg his -_ 
ſhi ience and permiſhon to 'enguire into 
a tre meaning ofthis Paſſage before 1 at- 
tempt to ſatisfy his Lordſhips-defire. (t.) Be» 
Guſe I cannot find any ſuch Law, as is effeftu. 
al (our 
man Catholicks and no others out of Imploy- 
ments, or that do not either direftly or of ne- 


ceflary conſequenee, tend to the infliting- of 


Fines and Puniſhments on them, or any other 
Difſenters if they refuſe , or (without the 
qualifications required) accept theexecutionof 
thoſe imployments. (2.) I premiſe, there may 
be an Explaining, Qualifying or Penn any 
Laws in part, without a general or abſolute 
Repeal of the whole Law: an inſtance of 
this kind we have in the Reign of , King 
games the Firſt, m "the ' Third year of His 
Reign',' a Law was made for ſome. perſons ta» 
king, and ſubſcribmg the Oath com Age 
the Oath of Allegiance, in the form preſcribed. 
In the Seventh 'year of the ſame King, 'a- 
nother Law was made, wherein notice is ta- 
ken of a. juſt defence of the ſaid | Oath, a- 
gainſt falſe and unſound Arguments, undertaken 
and performed by the Kings Majeſty, tothe 
Het Ee of *all his loving Sabjefts, 
notwit ing the gain-ſayi of contentious 
adverſaries, and in this laft Fe. it is ſaid, That 
the form of the Oath tends only 10 the Detlays- 


: 


ticn of ſuch duty, as every true and well-affetted- 


fubjef?, not only by beul of Allegiance , but alſo 
by th& command of Almighty GOD, ought to bare 
to bis Majelly, bis Heirs and Succeſſors. And 
EnaQs,. That eyery perſon above the age of 
mn years, therein mentioned, and inten- 
ded, ſhall Make, Take, and Receive a Cor- 
poral. Oath upon the 9g yy according $0 
the Tenor #nd Effet of the ſaid Oath ſet forth 
in the firſt Statute before ſuch per- 
ſons as are in that At expreſſed. bs 

''In the Kings Epiffle to all "Chriſtian Mo- 
farchs,” Free-Princes, and States Prefixt to his 
Apology. his Majeſty declares, That Art n- 
fent in that Oath, was only . to meddle with rhas 
due temporal obedience, which bit Subje#s owed 
to him, and wot to jntrap, wor intbrall their Con- 
ſciences 5, And in Anſwertg the Popes Second. 
Breve,. That ſuch « b41 rakes this Oath, bad 
Ys a6. more then their Natural Aegis 


Tory 


eſent State conſidered) to keep Ke- ® 


* The Kings Tntent being thus declared, His 
Apology approved by Parliament, and the Oath 
Explained, fatisfied many, ſo -as to take the 
faid Oath, which otherwiſe would -have ſcru- 
led it. 1 | 5% 
: Anothet inftance we have inthe Reign of 
_ Blizabeth.in the Firtt "year of her Mk 
ities Reign, that Statute which-prefcribes at 
enjoyns the taking of the Oath called the Ourh - 
of Supremacy, | by all the Clergy and Tempo- 
ral Officers (whereby they obliged themſelves 
to aſſiſt and defend the Queens Highneſs, her 
Heirs and Succeflors in all Juriſaigio 
and annexed to- the Imperial Crown'of 
Realm.): does alſo: among} other 'thivgs/ udi : 
and-'annex 'to the Crown all Juriſliftigns,Spis © 
ricual and Ecclefiafticat; which had- before, or. 
might Lawfully be exerciſed for Reformation | 
of all manger of Errors,- Herelies and)Schifns, +: 
This AQ 3nd Oath | occalioned. .many; ſorus © 
ples in the ,minds; of ber Majeſties. Subj F 7 


for which. cauſe, ſoon : 
Book common- 


ſhe 


he ſame, 
DG tn | i the 1} = 
But it. was, therein - provided, 
d 08th ſhonld be taken and | 
ſ 45 was fe Fort in an.) 
_t.1 : ( : ajef ie: *:{ 7 , 
i the fe) ar "Ma i 
er nd ref 


was'ex 
GC 


InjunRion, by- which 4 
&d;/ and' 18 the Eighth 
Reign, in an At then _ it is recited, Thas 
np Hi bueſs in Her Letters , Patent #0 any 
Archbiſhop, Fiſbop, or others for 7 In- 
reſting, and C 6 oe of Jax ur elete ſgtoe 


0 Dignwy: 
cm. oo BY Words Fo1- Hrs an 4s þ fs 


hai - 
ER Wai 


Henry, 4nd {Kong 
| and. Brother, in 


et oeeS > br! Gig char could or might 


bjeRted to .the'contrary y wiſe 
wo wides, that Fl {onders 


faaT 


might. have beerr taken-tobe by the firſt Sta- 
tute, was by the Queens Admonitions explain» 
ed, limited and reftrained;, Any deficiences 
which were; or might be conſtrued to be in 
the, ſecond Aﬀt, or in ſuch words and ſenten- 
; as. were nſed by, her..Predeceflors for Cons 
= Fry ny or: Conlecrating, Archbi- 
ſhops or B ng one of the great. States 
of this Realm, were by general words and ſen+ 
tences.in the Queens Letters Patent and, Com- 
miſſions, ſupplyed. All cauſes and doubts of any 
imperfettian/-or diſability, were by the Queens 
Highneſs, Supream. Power and Authority, re- 
moved out of the, way: and all that was done 
purſuant, thereunto, declared tv be good and 
perfett, at, and from the time . of the doing 


- thereof. 


In, the King's Apology before, mentioned, 
his by cette n_the Pope, for baving 
in his reve os cet oh indie y;with his May 
» and injuriouſly. with his own, Catholicks 
Wathgis by 4n .not ,refuting part 


| Hye: what: orcs be coarrelſd int hat 


done, It might bava 
been, A or. the ſober care the way bad, nok 
to put any. of, bis ſubjets to a needleſs. extremity, 
be might have heen.comemeg. in ſome ſort to. bave 
reformed. or 'thoſe words + With bis 


on Calelic, Jo 7 Fl the. King bad ſo 
done, they \f ther .ceſed zn buſs« 
ws 2; rat lealh, if be ih { not baue condeſcended 
fo, by 1 am. thing in the ſaid Oath, yet 
would thereby ſome appearance, or ſhadow . of ex= 
cuſe. .bave been left unto them for refuſing the 


ſame, not as ſeeming thereby to ſmerve from their: 


Obedience, and Allegiance unto bim:,, bug, he 
ing Pio rom p eh the. ſame joy, the ſery 
ur /0p-r their Conſciences, in regerd of thoſs 
1ER4Y., OY fo" O13 Y 

A Fas King apes "not affert his Pres 

rogaye to'extend, to reforming ; the words 


Oath..Eſtabliſhed. by Law, for Cath caſe 
of the -Conſciences. of ſome of his 
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* ing Ae Nt heolid of © of Couſh 


the f_ Kin dward the Sixth, 
ny a Flea "%Kitig Rangoon King 
s the. Firſt, nk pl a 
Gra "Grants were made, or con ireos "nd 
To leration. en tO Stran 
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Southampton ) In forms aifferent from the "At 
of Uniform _ of 'wotfhip, with a No# obMan- 
te to that And Charters in like manner 
in the Reign of all or ſore, of the three laſt 
s, to divers of their own SubjeRts, for: ex- 


iſe of Religion. according to their Conſcietces- . 


in 'Forreign parts yithin "their Majefties Do-. 
minions, with a diſpenſation as to Laws in force, 
relating. to Religion, and requiring Oaths of 
Obedience in the form preſcribed by ſich Laws; 
and though ſome of theſe Difſenters , who 
obtained' theſe Grants, bave”. contrary to the 
common rules of Juſtice and Equity, inflifted 
temporal penalties upon ſuch of their bretdren. 
as have'd & from the forms of Worſhip," 
eſtabliſhed by their own municipal Laws, and* 
have therein uſurped” a power over Confti- 
ence,. which they defired, and obtained” by' 
Grant from the King, might not be exerciſed 
in reference to themſelves; yet thoſe. Regal 
Grants, made to ſecure them from the penal- 
ties which otherwiſe they might have incurred 
by their Nonconformity to the General Laws; 
in being, reſpeftin ng Region, Sacrament; + al 
-Oaths, (which reacht not only throughout 
Realm of England, but all other their Ma- 
jeſties Dominions) have been continued and re- 
newed, withont ever being taken notice of in' 
Parliament, as an extention of the Kings Dre- 
rogative beyoridthe due bounds of Law.” 

By all which inftances it ' (Ctr to ine evi- 
dent, that his preſent; Maj "has not by his 
Gracious Dedaration 'of lndu , exerciſed 
his Prerogative in any Caſe; or npan any 0- 
ther Grounds,” than has been done before, by 
his Royal Predeceffors, reſpefting the nature 


of the thi EE On in the degree; as it 
Iva mote Delia Tie, at eoripreiacs 
+. than; ag of thoſe Lei 
mate by his Þ 


five A& of Grace 

Grants, which have been 

nitors , grounded * upon the. 

__ evident ry ag of Religion. and Gr 
yern viz. That Milly 

the benefit of the ſervice Fd | 

Oe, wich by the law of * ay 


Ken q 66 


t 0, and inherent in" bjs Royal Perſe 
bo VS Pon ady' of 'them" ſych'* 
ofthe to God ſybmit. to. * PO) bal ad ot 


* The preſent Laws, —_ Tequire of 
the Sacrginent, Oaths, of T co! in rr 
®. or 


Excerhy offi, ap meds 
fr R Ares: "ro 
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TE ON pe an, 
jefty's good SubjeRs.”) 
tyeth, year, of, his Reign. goty that divers g 
Laws had been e for reventi 
creaſe, i To | 
had not | 
the free Belly ki wha, | 
to his Majeft "a 


NN 


tHat of the 0 


] hich . of Ja! 
nip hog v7 vote in -Redulanc kc. 
and for the ſafety of bis Maj To 


ſon and Government. _ 


forms thereby preſcribed, whick are contrary 


to.dif.ence with ſuch Laws, and 1s. atherwiſe 
fa:isfied of. their Fidelity. 

There is'one thing more which the Subje& 
matter of the Oaths and- Tefts,, enjoyned by 
theſe Laws, 15ad.,me, to conſider; Z take the 


of ſome men from. athers, concerning the 


ſence, Nublick Truſts and Imployments, and 
that the weight, of theſe Laws, lies principally 


the Supream Goyernor and his Subje&s, . rom 
being invaded by Recuſants; and though. the 
ſecurity of the Proteſtant Religion might alſo. 
be in the eye of, our Legiſlators, yet the, 
keeping, out falſe Dotrines, Superſtition and. 
Wdolatry, from. corrupting our . Religion, was. 
8 that which. was -eſpecially conhidered in. 
Lami A theſe Laws and; Teſts, _ ,-. +, 
Ie For it ſhould. be ſuppoſed, that theſe Laws 
{bccauſe they require Tefts., of a Spiritual 
Nature, iq. order- to admiſſion itito. a, Civil 
Imploy ) are-capable of.-any- ſuch : Interpreta- 
tion, as. may. lay the weight. of any Perſons 
ing exdudeg.;ffom ſuch Places upon this, 
' That they are Perſons ' guilty of Falſe Da. 
 frines, Walgtrous, and Superſtitions Profiices, 
and. therefore not . fit. for any Truft, in the 
- Government, becauſe; .the admiffion of. ſuch 
. Perſons. = Boe Ts has a,tendency to 
- Eprrupt, tlie Re igiog. 
FP. Then it would alſo fall v,. That w er is 


A 
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to their.conſcience, when the King is. pleaſed 


main drift, of them, to tchd_ to- a. difcrimina-. 
tian between the nnderftanding and conſcience. 


Religious Opinions ,, and, -Praftice , therein, 


fo be atteſted in reference to their being ad. 
mieted into, or excluded. from. the Royal pre-' 


in ſecuring the Natural and Civil Rights of 


The Spirit and Soul of the Chriflian Relivi 
which is pure and undefiled As 
in the Exerciſe of Faith, Love, Hope, and ſuch-. 
like Graces; which do- all tend to an internal 


SanQtity, and. to a. Manifeftation of it ſelf in. 


ſuirable aQts of Piety , Charity, and Mercy : 
And unleſs ſkch Tefts be added, as have a 
tendency to diſcriminate ſuch as are Religious, 
from others who are openly Prophane, the 
teſtifying againſt one ſort of Falſe Dofrine or 
Idelatry only, will no more Secure our Religion 
againſt the growth of Irreligian or Prophane- 
neſs ( which is as bad as the worſt Religious part 
of Popery ) than if he that ſerved Malcham, 
ſhould, be excluded, when he that ferved Beljal 
might be admitted. | 
But fance this cannot. be, neither is it requi- 
red to be, in reference to Mens enjoying their 
Natural and Civil Rights, it remains: only to. 
be conſidered, Why any one ſort of /delatry or 
Superſtition, ſhould exclude any Perſon, from. 
Publick Imployments, rather. than another : 
And this may be (not from. the nature of the: 
arſhip, but ) from the combination of the 
orſhippers againſt all. others, - And if this. 
can-be ſeparated ,. or other ſufficient Caution, 
provided, we may be as. Secure- both in, our: 
Civil and Rgligious Liberties, when theſe Teſts. 
are ng more, az we were before they were made. 
And for the apprpeagat of this, - nothing, 
can hbave.a more dire& and, natyral tendency, 
than ſuch a Repeal or Qualifying of Pceral Laws. 
and Tefts, as may ſet ſuch of the -R, Catholicks. 
as ſhall oblige thengſelves to be true to the Go- 
yernment and Intereſt of the Nation, upon the. 
ſame terms of Security for exjoyment of all thein 
Ciuil Rights, with the reſt of their fellow-Sub=, 
jets, notwithſtanding theig Difſent in Reli- 
ion. | 

0 It was..the Wiſdom and:Care of King 
Fames the Firſ, as he declares in his Apology, 
to diſtinguiſh ſuch of his Subjefts as were Þ'a« 
piſts, ( and. the Rule will hold to every other, 
ſort of CHI ney [7 On gr pr ans xo woy 
ir religious Opiniops) would a dge 
joe Fidelity and, Ciyil. Obedience to . their 


| Saverai Po, from ſuch. others as would. not 
do ; Whergin His Maj 


to be had to the, ConſGences of, His Subjets, 


"in reference; to. their Religion, when they are 


required to ackyowledge. that Duty which they 
awe to. their Civil Soveraign. And this is ſo 
. much the. rgthzr ,worthy. imitation, _ in” Ciyil 


"Conftitutians, becauſe it js after - Example 


tions 3 


of God, ig _refercuce $0 Religious | 
. The , 


before God , confifts. 
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That wo purticuley Perſons may be Condemned of 
ſuch- Crimes 4s are charged upon the Church in ge- 
nerd Terms, whereof they are Members, if ſove 
they bave kept, and can purge themſelves from 
the Crimes objeited. 


This appears plainly by ſuch Tranſattions, 


as relate to: the Church , as well under the 
Law as -in the- days of the Apoſtles, when 
many Corrupt Dottrines and Prattices were 
crept in amongſt them. Theſe Churches, and 
ſome particular Perſons in their Communion, 
were treated in different manner by the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles : And though the Churches 
0. general, or the Rs part of them, have 
been ſevere;y reprehended, and threatned to be 
puniſhed of God, ( except they repented) for 
teaching or permitting ſuch Corrupt Dottrines 
and Praftices, yet ſuch of their Communion, 
who kept themſelves pure, have alwaies been 
diſtinguiſhed from ſach as were Corrupt.. For 
inſtance, 

In the general Defettion from: the Purity of 
GOD's Worſhip, in the Reign of King Fero- 
boem, (ome good thing is noted to be in his 
Son. 

What greater Corruption, and Perſecution of 
God's Servants, ' than in the Reign of King 
Abab ? Yet even then Seven Thouſand that had 
not bowed their Knee to Be#!, thongh kept ſo 
obſcure, as to any open Witneſs bearing to. the 
true Worſhip 'of God, that the Prophet Flijeb 
reckoned himſelf to be alone; and 0badiab the 
Governourof the King's Houſe fignalized for 
his fear of GOD, and alas eg» 5, great 
numbers of his Prophets. e Laft of the 
Prophets, (as he is placed in the ScriptureRe- 
cords) before the Incarnation: of Chrift, - re- 
proves the Prieſts, whoſe we ſhould keep 
Knowledge for departing out of the way, cau- 
fing many to ſtumble at the Law 
rupting the Covenant of Zevd ; and 
Iſrael, for committing abominations ; yet takes 
notice, that there were ſome who feared - the 
Lord; and thought on His Name, for whom 
a Book of Remembrance was written, that there 
might be a futore diſcerning by men, between 
the Righteous and the Wicked. In the daies 
of our Saviour upon Earth, the Doftars ofthe 
Law, Scribes and Phariſees, had made void the 


Commands of Gad by their Traditions, multi- 
plying outward Ceremonies under a ſhew- of + 


Sunftity, and beiog inwardly unclean, and full 
of Hypocriſie. The ion is put among 


' themſelves, Which of the Rulers or Phariſees 


kave believed on Him.? Yet upon a Scrutiny 


and cor... 
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we find Foſeph an honourabte Counſellor, Nis 
codemus a Pharifee and Ruler, and many among 
the Chief Rulers, who believed on our- Lord. 
Among the Seven Churches of Af, mentioned 
in the Apocahys, the Church of Thiativs is in ge 
neral commended for her Charity, Service, Faith, 
Patience, and Works. And the laſt to be more 
than the firſt ; Jet the Angel of that Church is 
reproved for ſuffering falſe Doftrines and Forni 
cations to be taught and commirted- amo 
them. And ſuch as did ſo, and all that cone 
mitted Adultery with them, are threatned: by 
the Lord with great Tribulations, and Death, 
except they repent. But the reſt of her Com- 
munion, who did not know the depths of Sa+ 
tan, which others Taught, had none other - 
burthen laid on them, but that which they had 
to hold faft tilt the Lord, came.; And wheg 
Myftery Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots, 
and Abominations of the Earth, is threatned 
with a fudden approaching, and utter deftru- 
ye is Ly of gp 
to God's People, ſaying , Come out of | her my 
People, that ye be not pertakgrs of her (ns, aud thas 
ye receive not of ber «<Y; | | 
If the ftate of the Seven Churches in '4/6s, 
when theſe Epiftles were direfted to them re- 
ſpettively, be compared one with the other, 
great difference will appear, as to their-t 
reſent condition, for better or: the' 
in the Accompt of God. But there/is po i 
mation of any Power given to the beſt of 
Churches, to Unchurch the worſt, ſo long as * 
the Lord by His lang-ſuffering.Diſ] 1ons. 
Previdence would continue them in the ſtare of 
ac_ Church, as to the outward forms 
mach may any prwate Pexfon preſume 
bis Cenfures to Unchurch any Chriſtian 4 
which was righ tia its firffCanſtitutiony 
that ſome ordi (whicks ought to be kept) 
are thercin wanting}; os that many Corruptis 
ons.( whieh- ought to. have been kept out) are - 


crept in amon 
it ary difadvantage-to the - 


Nor do1 
Truth, that the ſame name which was once de- 
ſervedly: given to a Charch, becauſe Right /in 


- its Conſhtution ſhould be given atſo-to ſuch as . 


continue in Suecefhion, (t they vary 


m - 
| many points of -Dodring ) whilt they retain . 


the ſame Eflential-form of a Church: Nor that 


- jt includes any-approbation of their Declenfion 
- ſrom- the Truths any more than the 


Feruſelem the Holy City, did ſo, when they be b 


| mage yoid the Law. by their Traditions: And to 


all cheir other abominationg had added a Con--. 
ſpiracy 


fpiracy' with 'the Gentiles , * fo condemn and' 
crucifie our- Saviour. But on the contrary, it 
may be' a ground for Reproof, and a means 
of Conviftion alſo, That any Perſons ftile them- 
felves, or are tiled by others, to be of ſuch a 
Church as, according -to-the Scripture-Records 
thereof, was originally right in its Dotrine and 
Conſtitution, if in any _ they deviate from 
the Truth there once profe 
' Bat that | which is evident to our preſent 
urpoſe from all theſe inſtances, is, T hat as 
.bn the one hand it is no excuſe before GOD, 
for any Perſons to follow the Doftrines , Com- 
mands, or Examples'of his Rulers in the Church, 
.or the Churchin general, when they deviate in 
Dodrine or - Prattice from the waies of God. 
So on the other hand no ſuch univerſal Cenſure of 
.any Church viſible , can be juſtified , which 
condemns every individual Member thereof, as 
guilty of the Crimes objefted in general againſt 
the Society,without leaving any room for ſuch of 
then as can, and are-willing, toclear themſelves 
from-the Crimes 'objefted. And if the Crimes 
objeRted againſt the "generality of ſuch as are 
in Communion with the Church of Rome , or 
any other Church or Se& of Chriftians be, that 
teach or receive ſuch Do&trines as are in- 
<onfiſtent' with'their Fidelity and Allegiance' to 
their" Civil Soveraigns. The wn to be 
conſidered, is,, Whether it -be not more Juſt and 
Equal, after- the Example of King Faemes the 
' Firſt, to uſe ſuch' methods ( proper to the pre- 
Nent ſeaſon as he'did formerly) as may diſcri- 
minate the Dutiful from the Diſobedient in 
Civil 'things, rather 'than any other methods 
which tend/to Condemn all, withont diftinRion, 
for the faults of many ? ' And if ſuch a me- 
thod' were introduced, and equal countenance 
"given to all ſorts of Chriſtians, ( as they -may 
.gcſerve it from their Superiours ) in their Ci- 
vil Stations, leaving them to the liberty: of a 
voluntary. Choice, as/to their Religion and re- 
= Communion, without any coertion 
*of Cofiſcience "by Temporal Penalties, "this 
would” probably -»be - the” conſequence : | Ei- 
ther« that” they will:-all . equally : ſtrive : to 
merit the Favour of their Soveraign, by their 
/Trus6 Sefvice and Duty of Natural Allegiance, 
tor He may -at leaſt the -better diſcern which of 
"thetvto put moſt confidence in, and towards 
'*which to uſe 'the greater. Caution ;'as  Expe- 
Tierce may manifeſt ,”'That one- ſort or'other 


.of them/are, by'the Doftrines om rar 
bees Ho more' or leſs"obſequious to His 


_—_— 


'. From all theſe premiſes , although T have 
already in effe& ſaid, That 1 cannot fird any 
ſuch- Law, which neither direaly inflits, nor 
conſequentially ſubjets -any Perſons to Fines, 
or Puniſhments, for Conſcience ſake , . which 
are under our - preſent/ Circumſtances in- any 
reſpe&t effeHtual - to ſerve the Reformed Relt- 
gion ' from the Attempts of Papiſts; yet it 
reſts, That I give his Lordſhip all the (itixfa. 
Aion I can, why the Di/enters defire a new Law 
may be made, that may either repeal, or other. 
wiſe limit, or qualify the preſent Laws: for 
Sacrament, Oaths, and Teſts, in ſuch manner, 
as neither themſelves, nor -any. others may 
have any juſt Cauſe to complain of any injury 
done to them, in their Civil Rights for their 
Religions ſake. ', | 


And I ſhall herein offer ſuch things to be 
conſidered, as tend to demonſtrate that what 
is defired on the Diffenters behalf, is not on- 
ly compatible with the true Fear, of God; but 
that which every Proteſtant of the Church of 
England ( who truly fears God, and admits 
this to be a true Doftrine, that no man ma 
do Evil that - Good may come of it ) is allo 
concerned as well for the ſake of his - Reli- 

ion, as for his Civil Intereſt to -join- with 
them in, ſo as that they may mutually agree 
to chuſe ſuch Members to ſerve in_ the. next 
ſucceeding Parliament, as will .( upon} equal 
au or Terms of ſecurity tothe common ig- 
tereft of Religion, and Civil. Government) give 
their Conſents to the 
.and Proviſions deſired. 
-* - Firſt. For that: thoſe Laws which require 
the taking of the Sacrament-Oaths and Teſts, 
-are frendred- indffeRtual, and wſelefs for the 
- preſent ſeaſon; and; likely to continue ſo, du- 


Repeal or Alterations 


ring this. Generation., as to. the 'keeping bf : 


' any Difſenter, 'either-Papift or Proteſtant, out 
- of - Employments, either Civil or Military : 


Daily experience manifeſts this ; for in every © 
gg ions, or. Truft, as in the | 
among 'the :Lords of the 


; place of 
' K,1N'G's: 
- and - 7p : 
--are placed. ' And inthe greateſt Corporations, 
among-/the Aldermen, Sheriffs, and other Of- 
ficers, . both Roman: Cathelicks, 'and Proteſtant 
: Diflenters,” by':the King's Commitſion, with 


"ab Courts of Juſtice, 


''a' Now Obfame to theſe Laws ; ſo. that Rb- | 


- man Catholics," by their refufal-to'take the 
"Sacrament; Oiths -and” Teſts,” neither” keep 
' themſelves out, gor are. kept out of any pub- 

lick 
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ck imployments; as 'thy' Eord > Fageli-ſeems to 
ſuppole, as things ſtand at preſent, 
And his Lordſhip is too honoura- 
ble a Perſon, and too wiſe a Po- 
lititian to defire, - or think, That the Refor- 
med Religion ſhould; and will; be ſecured in 
the Age to cone, by a -multitude of 'Fines 
forfeited in the preſent” Age, by | ſuch perſons 
executing publick imployments ,, who are de- 
fign'd by a Statute-Law to be diſabled ; but 
in faſt are not, when the Xing by His Pre. 
rogative, under - His- Great Seal, gives and 
grants them an” Ability and Capacity, to att 
with a Nou Obftante tO theſe Statutes; and 
His Pardon in like manner to/every one of 
them; as oft as they will ask for it». 
Second. If the Proteftant Diflenters that are 
Put into publick Offices, ſhould have the Pe-/ 
nalties hereafter levied upon them, they loſe 
but what is ſaved to them by the Xing's 
Bounty and Clemency. | 
For if the Pcenal Laws had not been ſuf- 
pended -by the K ing's Prerogative, they 'would 
have been ruined by the Penalties and Impri-! 
ſonments, to which theſe Laws rhade them 
liable; and which were for -a longtime with 
ſeverity put in Execution againtt the genera- 
lity. of, them: And though ſuch of them as: 
ons read. the: publick Catechiſms,. and Litur-' 
0s I by #h& Papiſts; /if he: by: 
of 'Law before' ary: Court - of Juftice;, 
and required to declare; Whether they did 
believe the Doftrine - of Tranſubſtantiation, 
as-it is..therein, taught, could with .a «ſafe 
Conſcience have Anſwer'd on the Negative, - 
yet-.that would not: have excuſed” many "oF- 
them, who muſt have fiffered the ſame Pe- 
nalties . impoſed for-not taking the Sacrament - 
aud. it might.well- have been reckoned highly 
dilingenjous- for! ſuch' as have not "been "accu: 
ſtomed to take the Sacrament , as by : Statute. 
Law. is dire&ed, voluntarily , and: withonti any 
conſtraint, to .have'taketr both Sacrament: and 
Teft, , when their 40: doing ;'' could !have no 
Te 7 Sn but! to tnanifeſt thereby, | 
t the; K 1'N+O's _ 
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bling, to {> un ne and W 

Statute -Laws , under na ee 
the Wing of .Þr Er goons} thei: 
reviving the, Execution -of \fuch; Laws will-cer* 


6ut of pie porn, 96. matycan juſt-'> 


will be, Either it was: not the'Churdlh bf - 


whether : they bein, or -\ 


ly blame'tem;'if in gratitde” to' "Hig" Maſh 
y, and for their own ſecurity for” the future, 
they endeavour by Repeal, or ſome other' Le» 
gal Provifion, 'to be delivered from them. 
Third, The Difſenters have no realon to 


truſt to any"Promiſes. that are 'made undee 
the' name of 'the Church of ' # , That 
they ſhalt have Liberty of their Pablick Wor: 


ſhip, if theſe! Laws be not Repeal'd: For 


when any Revolution ſhall happen, no man 
can tell upor whom to afhx theſe Promiſes, 
any more than thoſe of like Nature 5 


which befides the. Royal Declaration , were 
generally made under the ſame name, in'or- 
der to'that which ſucceeded, viz. His Late 
Majefties | Peaceable Reftauration; and even 
now ,' not | long before His Preſent Majefties 
gracious Declaration, a Treatiſe was publiſh- 
ed, and is ftill mentioned in” the Catalogue 
athxed to the end of ſuch Books, as ſell in 
great numbers! 'Intituled , 7he Yenity ; Fe] 


Perſon,” or Perſons, as-is evident by the 
and Method, iin- which it is written ; {6 
if the: Difſenters do not” ſay it is the Doc=- 
trine, but feel it- is the ſe of the Churtt 
of England , to' keep no: ſuch Promiſe with' 
Schiſmaticks. All 'the Anſwer 'T can think of, 


land that" made the Promiſes 3 or if they 0k 
They ſce-Canſe not-to perform its: 

And fo, for hereafter; if Perſecution for Con-- 
ſcience be revivet, 'it 129" riot the Church of 


= =] 
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ſhed, with. alV-its Caen 
; byaNew:Labwic 
arid wil 'bej the 
the wine Termoas gu 


Nhip- would rot have ſuch Peeval Laws and 
Teſts repealed, as tend to ſecvre the Reformed 
Religion ( and keep Roman Catholicks out of 
Publick imployments, which they have not 
fone, nor can do ). It follows, where there 
are Laws and Teſts, which tend to keep 
many Perſons out of publick imployments, who 
are -every other way, qualified for 'it ( and if 
they could be admitted, would by their Beha- 
viour, - as. well in their publick Stations, as 
by their genecal Converſation, not only ſecure, 
but greatly promote the Reformed Religion ) ; 
that there ſhonld be a [Repeal in part, or 
ſuck, other qualifying thoſe Laws and Teſts, 
as that ſuch Perſuns may not for their: Con» 
Liencious Norzconformity to ſuch Circuwftan- 
ces of Religion, 
b2 excluded from publick- Stations; and tho” 
their Highnefſes Conceſſions be very.large on 
behalf of ſuch Perſons, yet this may extend 
to ſuch Laws, as his Lordſhip might not have 
in his Thougbts@when he writ his Letter, viz. 
one made in the Thirteenth, and-another /in the 
Fourteemh Year of the Reign of iHis Late Ma- 
ieſty, King CHARLES the Second; the 
'Firſ#, for Regulating of Corporations, reſpec- 
ting Civil Offices; the Second, for Uniformity 
of . publick Prayers, Adminiſtratioa of Sacra- 
ments, | and other Rites: and Ceremonies, rela- 
ng to the Clergy, Maſters, arid Fellows of 
Colleges, and School-Mafters: / By one of theſe 
Laws great Change of Hands was.made' in Ci- 
vil Imployments throughout all the Cities and 
Corporations in England; and by- the other 
of them, at leaſt 1500 Miniſters were depri- 
ved of their Benefices ; 'many of which, were 


fam'd abroad -by their Works; and- at bome, - 


fer their profound Learning, and exemplary 
Li ” ' 


Ad how munch theſe Alterations and Depri- 
vations: have tended to the Security of the 


Reformed Roligjon;; and left any ſort of men, | 


out of a ty to hurt it, ſuch azthave liv'd, 
agd been and ſobriety of iMind-to diſ- 
cern- in what. the Converſation of 'Mul- 


titudes. have :in; Twenty five Years paſt,' varied 
from whatthey were Twenty | five Years before, 
ate - cpa 4 a*true Relation.' '/ - 

: Fifth,/'! of | that 'doleful- experience 
which! this "land has had; 'of »the il} conſe- 
quence of -all ſorts of Religious ' Laws arid 
Teſts ba my : Penalties -annext; 
By: 'which \cor: thefe ' 50 years 
Seaſons each different party of fi 
teruately as they havehad power in their hands, 


as are .thereby required,. 


R, -at- divers \ 


ntsal- + 


or countenance of Authority, have impog'd y*on 
ſuch as differ'd from them in forms of publick 
Worſhip, principally npon this point, to thruſt 
and keep each other - out of > of Truſt, 
and publick Imployment, which has viſibly and 
ſenſibly done more hurt to the Reformed Re» 
ligion, than all the attempts of their Adver= 
faries could otherwiſe have effe&ted. This ma- 
nifeſtly calls upon them a!l, to ſarceaſe from 
all ſuch riged courſes, which none of them can 
now either in Conſcience or Prudence defend, 
and by a joynt concurrence to endeavour a re- 
moval of all ſach occaſions of offence out of the 
way, that it may not be in the power of any, 
who wait for opportunities, nnder colour of Law, 
to ſet Proteſtants at variance amongſt them= 
ſclves; that they may bite, devour, and be de- 
youred by one another; and let not any appree 
henfion, that ſuch a courſe at this Seaſon will 
let in Papift amongſt them, into Civil or Mi- 
litary imployments, cauſe them to negle& the 
preſent opportunity; for ſeeing the continu- 
ance of theſe Religious Laws and Teſts, with 
temporal Pegalties annext; neither does, nor 
can keep them out: it is certainly more fafe 
(if there were no natural equity or -right' 
in the caſe, and much more fince there'is- ſo) 
to let them in under due cantions by a Sta 
ted Law, than to tempt them to-get-all the 
wer they: can into” their own hands by Ar- 
itrary means, becauſe'they cannot -be- ſecur' 
by Law in the enjoyment of Civil Priviledges, 
equally, and in common with others:  - 

Sixth, Becauſe of that neceſlity we ave 
under, of making one more experiment , 
whether thoſe of the . Communion of the / 
Church of Pogind, Proteſtant © Difſenters * 
and Roman Catho ceably * 


es, 4nd 'm 
of both Religions are ſe oppoſite tt one- enother, era , 
iv 


in bis opinion be does not ſee bow it will be in 
rhe power of any Prince, or King whatſoever, to 
keep down thoſe ſuſpitions and animoſities which 
will be apt to ariſe upon all occaſions. This 
certainly calls for ſuch a neceflary and time- 
ly proviſion to be made by a new Law, for 
prevention of ſach Suſpition and Animoſi- 
ties, as cannot be ec &d from our pre- 
ſent Religious penal Laws and Tefts. In 
order thereto, His Majeſty by his gracious 
and prudent Condut, in the Exerciſe of 
His Prerogative has laid the Foundation : 
And that it may be perpetuated , doubts 
not of the concurrence of His Two Hou- 
ſes of Parliament, to eftabliſh and confirm 
it by a Law: And herein His Majeſty 
propoſe; a Variation from the Laws and 
Caftoms of all ſuch other States, 'as my 
Lord Fageli mentioned, who receive none 
into a ſhare in the Government, or to pub- 
lick Imployments, but thoſe who - profeſs 
the publick and eſtabliſhed Religion. It is 
not material to enquire how the experis 
ence of all Ages has manifeſted that to be 
impoſſible, Which no State would ever ads 
mit to be tryed; but it is to our purpoſe 
to take notice, That where any confidera* 
ble Party of Men, have been born hard 
upon by the Laws and Government ia their 
Civil = for their Religions ſake; their 
uneaſineſs therein, has inclined them to lay 
hold of any occafion to free themſelves 
from ſuch Prefſures;, and as they - appre- 
hended it did ariſe from the Religious Prins 
ciples of ſuch as _ them; ſo they 
have fallen in, which ſuch others, as by their 
profeſt Religious Principles offered then 
eaſ-; - thns promoting Civil Contentions,. 
under a ſhew of regard to Religion to 
the mutual Injury of each other conten- 
ding Party, beyond what the matter requi* 
red, or can be juſtified by any Principles» 
or Maxims of the Chriſtian Religion : It 
is therefore much more plain Reaſon, ſince 
-we are providentially put upon this new 
Experiment, which we cannot avoid, that 
our Statute - Laws be ſo formed, as may 


beſt Anſwer the natural and, preſent Con- 
ftitution of our Civil Government , which 
is necefſary to be done, and may be done 
with Juſtice, Prudence and Safety , becauſe 
we cannot ſhape the preſent Conſtitution 


DT ar] 


of our Civil Government, to the preſent form 
of all our Statute*-Laws, for to attempt the 
reducing of any Civil Government, or Pos 
litick Body in being, who have. power ia 
their hands,, and a Legal Fo ps to order 
things neceflary for their Eaſe and Safety, 
to ſuch a ſcantling as to ſhape and ſquare 
their Aions by ſuch former Satute-Laws, 
and Methods, as agree not with their pre- 
ſent Conſtitution , = as irratio» 
nal, as to attempt. the clipping and pari 
the Limbs of any Natoral” - . ng 
proportion of an old- faſhioned Rvai Gare 
ment, which he has over- grown, rather 
than to ſhape him_a new Garment pres * 
portioned to his natural. Growth... 
Sevemh. One grand promoter. of . thoſe 
Diſcords, which for Fifty Years paſt, have 
at ſeveral - times happened in His. Majefties 
Kingdom. of Great Britain, has manifeſtly 
been Coercion of Conſcience , incapaCt- 
tating many for publick Truſts and Imploy- 
ments, and inflicting of Temporal Penalties 
for Non*conformity to. ſuch Forms of Wor- 
ſhip, and- Religious Teſts ,. as have been 
by Statute Laws and Ordinances , impoſed 
npon ſuch as difſented from the National, 
liſhed Worſhip; ſometimes of one 
ſort, ather times of another, . or upon all 
ſorts .of Difſenters together. If any Cha» + 
ſtiſements , or Experience would teach us, 
we have had ſufficient of this ſort of In- 
ftruſtion, . to make us ſo wary for the 
future , as not to run the hazard of. any 
extream Revolutions, but rather to . imbrace 


the preſent on offered , for rooting 
out - all Inclinations to Civil Diflentions, 
for different Apprebenfions in the Myfteri- 


ous Dodtrines of Chriſtian Re 

For —_ it be granted, That Reli- 
gion ever wi, and alwayes ought to be. , 
eſteemed the chief intereſt of every. Perſon , 
and that a chief part of the Civil Soye- 
o__ and Magiftrates Work, is to guard, 
defend, and provide for it, ſo as that .no 
Perſon, who is ſober , honeſt, and juſt 


in his Life and Converſation ; and acknow- 
ledges the Worſhip of GOD, accotding 
to his Conſcience, and meaſure of his Un= 
derftanding, ſhould be ſubje&ed. to any tem- 
_ Loſs or Penalties, for the ſake of his Re- 
| acknowledged 

as 


gion : And though it be _ 


23 2 Bleſſing to any Nation , which 
hath 4ach Rulers, as will countenance, ens 
courage, and provide for ſuch as are godly, 
and able to inftru& others, in ſuch Doc- 
trines, as are accotding to» Godlineſs. 

Yet it is withal to be conſidered , that 
Natural Religion, or Chriſtian Religion, 
{ which is ſuperadded to natural Religion 
that we may be thereby inftrufted in, and 
better qualified for the diſcharge of 
our duty, whether in a Publick or Private 
Capacity towards God and all men) neis 
ther creates nor difſolves any Title to -an 
Earthly Poffeffion, nor any Natural or Ci- 
vit Order , wherein one Perſon ſtands re» 
lated to another, but leaves every man to 
uſe and enjoy all that properly appertains 
to him on a Natural or Civil Account, in 
that reſpeive Station, either of Rule or 
Subjeftion , wherein, by the providence” of 
God, he is born or placed, and continued in 
'the World. | 

No.perſon is, Husband or Wite, Parent 
er Child, Maſter or Servant, Magiſtrate .or 
Subjet, Landlord or Tenant, in vertue of 
his Religion; nor can any. perſon in S ws 
vate capacity invent a plea under any ſpe- 
cious pretence of conſcience' to God, (be 
the Religion he __ true or falle) 
to juſtify his treſpa E, or breaking in ups 
on the natural or civil Rights of another, 
becauſe he differs from him in his Religi- 
ons Opinions, or manner of Worſhiping 
God; but every ſuch ſort of pleading, would 
appear to the common ſenſe and reaſon of 
mankind, upon the firſt view, to be an in» 
trufion, both upon the ſoveraignty of God, 
and all Civil and mn, on Order, and to 
have no other tendency,but to turn all things 
into confuſton. 


Natural and Civil Government are of 
Divine Ordioation ;, and ſo is alſo Religion ; 
but each of theſe are diſtint from the os 
ther, in their foundation,continuance, and uſe. 
Theyare both ſo ordained of God, that they 
may, and ought to ſubliſt together, and 
both thrive beſt when they retain them? 
ſelves within their diſtin Sphears and Or 
der, withaut incroaching. one upon the 0- 
ther only with this difference, that natural 
and civil' Government may be preſerved 


where all other parts of Religion, except 
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what relates to natural and cvil- Order ts 
rejected; but Chriſtian Religion cannot be 
preſerved in any Society or Family, where 
Natural and Civjl Government is deftr 
ed; for the preſervation. of Natural and 
Civil Order, is of the Efence of Chriſtian 
Religion. + 

And whatever may be pretended under 
colour of Religion, ſo far as it has any ten- 
dency, to diſturb the Order of Nature, it 


'is Vain and Irrehgions. 


Both theſe being of Divine Ordination : 
By the former, we are obliged to be ſub. 
jet to ſuch Laws and Rules,. as- are pro- 
per and neceſſary to the Support, Safety, 
and Ornament of Natural and Civil Govern- 
ment; for without ſuch Rule and SubjeRi- 
on, no Family, or Civil. Society, whether 
they be Religious, Irreligious, or mixt, can 
ſubuſt: By the latter, That Soveraignty,, 
which GOD has originally, and alwaies 
reſerved to himſelf, in, and over every. Soyl 
that is Born into the World, in — 
to the acknowledgment and worſhip of him, 
If (according to the diftates . of Natural 
Conſcience and that meaſure. of the un- 
derftanding of the Divine Will, which he 
has Revealed, and in various meaſures given 
to every Sonl) is preſerved, and thereby Re- 
ligion is propagated in: Individuals. | 

Every particular Believer is. a 'Member. of 
that Myſtical Body whereof the Lord Chriſt 
is the Head, and owes an impartial Subje, 
Qion to all his Lord's Inftitutions, reſpeAio 
either his private Devotions or publick Aſ- 
ſemblings. But ſuch maybe the circumſtan«. 
ces of a Man's Life, or of his Conſci» 
ence,. as that he may not have an oppor- 
tunity , or good ground, to Juſtifie his join» 
ing himſelf to any Publick Aſſemblies. In 
this Caſe I leave it to: every one to an» 
fwer it to God, and to. ſuch as. ma 
have an authority over him in the Church 
of GOD; it not being my purpoſe to 
intermeddle in theſe things, any otherwiſe 
than as I conceive they relate to Civil Go» 
vernment. 

Civil Societies cannot be ſupported withe. 
out a concord and mutual aid, either in a: 
Politick or Martial Station. And in thisre- 


'ſpeft each Perſon is accountable for his re- 


ſpetive Charge, to his next Superiour in 
degree 5, and all to Him or Them in a poli- 
tick 
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tick Capacity or legal Conſtitution, whoare 
Supream ;. for 4 K ingdow divided againſt is 

camot 8 aud. . 

The Soveraignty of GO D, in matters of 
Religion; over All; and the Rule and Soves 
raignty of One; or more, over others, in 
things of a Natural or Civil Relation, being 
both of God's ordination, (though .diftintt in 
their reſpeive Foundations)the one in Grace, 
the other” in Nature. Yet, 

No Caſe can be reaſonably ſuppoſed 
to ſet them at anyHich variance, one agai 
the other, as that they cannot by the Rules 
of Juſtice be reconciled; for he that has or- 
dained them both, is the God- of Order, 
and hath likewiſe appointed ſuitable means, 
that both of themm may concurr with, and 
aftiſt each other. Natural and. Civil. Go- 
vernment, Religion, by Countenance, Main- 
tenance, and Protettion ; Religion Natural, 
and Civil Government by i jon; and ſo 
each of them may accompliſhtheir reſpeftive 
ends, for which they are ordained of 
GOD. 

And if this be grey it will- neceflari» 
ly follow, That all thoſe Diſcords whichare 
raiſed between them , are occalioned by 
fuch humane- Uſurpations upon one, or 'the 
other of them, as are not a ing to God's 
Ordcination,/ -And of ſach- Uſurpations of 
Natural, Civil, and Eccleftaftical Rulers, 
over the Conſciences of their reſpe&ive' In- 
feriours; and of Ecdefiaſtical Rulers. over 
the Conſciences, and Civil Rights alſo , of 
their Superiours in a Civil Relation, all ſorts 
of men have tog often, and too long felt 
the ſad, experience. Bleſſed of GO D may 
he be, who in this reſpe& propoſes himſelf 
to be a Peace-maker, and to ſettle each 
Intereſt upon its proper Foundation. For 
Natural, Civil, and Feclefiaftical Rulers, by 
the Ordination of GO D, are not a Ter» 
rour to any good Work, but are, andonght 
to be ſo, to all that is evil, elle: their 
power would be given them in vain: 

But the Exenciſe of the Power of Na» 
tural and Civil Rulers, in reſpe& to atti- 
ons of a Civil and Moral Natare, are of 
ene fort, and that of Ecclefiaftichks of ano- 
ther- And ' ( as before ) each of thele do 
beſt in their diftint kinds, when they 
wo =, due Decorum within their reipe&tive 

ud 
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ly pretend to an Authority 


Tefaſe to read any' Divine 


No Natural'or Civil ay wo can juſt. 
rom GO D, to 
keep the Chriſtian Religion out of his Fa- 
mily, City, or Kingdom ; for if that were 
=o or Maſern or Ruler, who,. is himſelf 
religious, Idolatrous, or Prophane, might 
abri all that are of his Family , or 
s, of the means of their - 
fion and Salvation. The Parent or 

may, and ought to _inftrut their Childrea 
and Servants in the Knowledge, Religious - 
Fear, and, Worſhip of G-© D.' And if any 
Child or Childiſh Servant ( who with re- 
ſpe to his Age, and exerciſe of his Con- 
ſcience and Underſtanding, is not ſui Furis) 
,- Or to 
" 

- 
Such refuſal. requires - a- dye CorreRtion: 
for-in ſuch a Child or Servant ( 
derftands not how to di i 


: 

: 
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Undo AG of Role | 
Kcie or 0 as 
or .is againſt hs Cora 

of the Will of GOD, and wanner of his: 
Worſhip, in ſuch a Caſe he ought not tobe 


| 


coerced .T * Corporal 
ae re by, Parent a dads 
at againſt 'his Conſcience. —y 2 


Civil Laws reſpeQing,. ſach- aftions as 
pereby' relate to the Chriftiau Religion, if 
they be only Declaratory of what GOD 
— or a0 » _ = 

orſhip, may great to- 
promote-true Piety, if no- Temporal Penal. 
ties" be 'annext , nor Civil Ri thereby 
invaded. ; 

Temporal Penalties are proper Remedies 
to Corrett the Difturbers of Civit Order ; 
Ecclefraftical Cenſures are a like proper Re-- 
medy to purge a Spiritual Communion from 
Errours and He if no Wrifg, de» Ex-- 
ING attend upon ſuch Cen-- 


ES«. 
D 2. Buk- 


But as. no Natural or Civil Rulers may 
compell any Perſon ( who is of years of 
Diſcretion to judge of his own Religious 
Adtiqns, and therein with Faith and Under- 
ftanding' 'to-commit his Cauſe to GOD ) 
by. Temporal Penalties , to profeſs or per- 
form any Myſterious Dottrine or Worſhip, 
purely relating to the Chriſtian Religion, 
or to be of any Spiritual Communion : $0 
neither may any Spiritual Congregation in- 
force their- Cenſures any farther , than to 
expell a diſorderly Perfon out of their Com- 
munion. 


No man 'may be driven againſt his Un- 
EY and Conſcience, to go out of 
his Worldly State into a Church. Nor 
may any - man," who is expelld out of a 
Chuarch,, be driven any farther than out of 
his Spiritual Communion , back- again into 
his Worldly Eftate. | 


An Excommunicate Husband, Parent, or 
Maſter, does not by his Spiritual Faults for- 
feit his Natural or Civil Rule over his Wife, 
Children, or Servants ; though the one be 
retain'd in their Spiritual. Communion , and 
the other caſt out,- yet - the -Communicants 
ought - ts diſcharge* their Nataral and Civil 
Daties of Obedience to the.Perſon -Excom- 
municate ; for no \Natural- or. Civil Bonds 
are diſunited meerly by a Diſunioa in Spi. 
ritual Communion. - 


This being a matter-of voluntary choice, 
both as to his entrance into, and -continu- 
ance in ſuch a Gommunior ſo -long, and no 
longer , than he approves the Terms, and 
obſerves the Rules of a Spiritual Nature, 
which are proper and _ te-for his Com- 
munion- The other is faxt by fuch natural 
and civil Obligations, as are not ſubmitted 
to his Choice at any time, until the ſet-terms 
on which he ſtands fo related, are- by the 
like natural or civil diſcharges fully accom- 
pliih'd or determined. And if theſe things 
conſiſt with Chriſtian Religfon, as it reſpetts 
Spiritual Communion, and- Domeſtick Rela- 
tions, much more ought they to be regar» 
. Jed, in reference to Subje&s Civil-Relation 
to their -Soveraign Prince : For in the par- 
ticular- Cafe they only : reſpeft. the . mainte- 
Aance of a natural or civil Peace and 
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Concord, in 'a Domeſtick State, for a ſcaſon. 
Wherein the Publick is no otherwiſe con- 
cerned, than to corre ( not ſpiritual, but ) 
unnatural and uncivil Diſorders, if any ſuch 
happen, But in the. general Caſe;-the Ob- 
ligation of the Subjett to the Civil” Obe- 
dience of his Soveraign, is of an Univerſal 
Influence, and perpetual Continuance in 
Succeffion, whether they be,- or continue 
to be of the ſame, or different Opinions 
of Religion : Whence no man in particular 
can diſcharge himſelf tb Death puts an 
Iſue to the Obligation. 


Every open Immoral Aﬀ, Undutiful Be- 
haviour -of any Perſon, towards ſich as are 
his Superiours.in a Natural or _ Civil 'Rela-» 
tion, Injurious Dealing with his Neighbour, 
and. . whatever other Crimes are openly 
committed - againſt - the | Light. of Nature, 
and common Reaſon of Mankind, fall natu- 
rally and neceffarily under the Civil Govyer- 


'nour's Cognizance -and Juriſdiftion, to be 


correed with Temporal Penalties, as may 
be moſt conducing to the -Security, Peace, 
and Welfare of the Civil Goverment, being 
the immediate, Concery thereof, - And all ſuch 
things as:reſpe&: meerly the; Natural .and 
Civil Rights of. Men; are to be moderated 
and judged by ſuch as have the Government 
and Judgment of them, in right of their 
Natural or Civil Stations ;- and if wron 

Judgment proceed in, any particular. Caſe, 
yet it may be” ſubmitted: to 4 Privilege , 
which might be inſfted on, may be waved. 
A peocepe obeyed, ,without any offence to 
GOD; for Religion is no otherwiſe concerned 
in Things of thisKind, than as it- obliges 
to give due .obedience to the Higher Powe 
ers, and teaches to exerciſe ſelf denyal; ſo 
that a quiet Submiffion, to an unequal Des 
cree , ' may be not only without Sin; but 
well plealing to God; but in- reference to 
Atts of Divine Worſhip, eſpecially, ſuch as 
relate to the Dodrine and Duties of Chriz 
{tian Religion ;- they, are to be -perfortned 
in Faith, and according' to that. meaſure of 
Faith and Knowledge, which every. Perſon, 
who performs any ſuch part of Worſhip, hath 
attained of the revealed Will of the Inviſt- 
ble GOD, who is the Obje& of ſuch Faith 
and. Worſhip. . ; | 


In 


[n this reſpeR the Divine Rule, which is one 
Guide in Religion, direfts us to walk 
Phil. 3- by it, according to our preſent Attain- 
meots,till we arrive at a further degree 

6f Faith and Knowledge. 

Opinions in Religion fre ſubject to vaty inone 
and the ſame on, as he by his own ſearch 
.and inftryu&tion from others is convinced of any 
Truth which he before conceived to be an Fryor, 
. or of any Error which he before embraced as a 
Truth: And | ors -w Human -_ &- 
Rabliſhing a rpetual farm of Religious 
Worlhip (which Gelb neither diretly, ons of 
gue vente relate to-the Civil Rights of 
Sovereign or SubjeF, or to the 1 or invari- 
able Laws of Nature) can be t 


” 


whole Nation, becauſe, 1d comntand 
what -is lawful in it (elf, yet'if it be not appre- 
hended to be fo in the Mind and Conſcience of 
him -who'is :required to Obey, it carinot be by 
'him performed in Faith, without which its im- 
[eos 40 Eche for mane And if any Re- 


AR; cicher for-matter or manner, be for- 
by a HumanTaw (and not forbidden by 


the Law of God, or commons Reaſon of Man- 
Ee ne 
ies) w appr* a 

i ject to be pulls nþpr re if 


PR—— | 
he forbear to do'it, becauſe of fach a human Þro- 
= that can be no excuſe -for him before 


Andas it is with him who' is to Obey, ſo is it 
alſo. with reſpeft to the who make 


are 
to. the preſent meaſure of the 
erſtanding 'of the Will of God 
we look” back' to what hath 


riacion carrying in i ſelf 20 evidetice of 25 Erc 
ror or Defett apprevended inthe forme? Efta- 
| The Rules relating to Chriftian Worſhip, 
Which are given in the Scriptures are Conftatit 


CS | 
Worſhip of God, but fotbid the Rulers of the 


mong themſelves doubtful of 


adequate Rule - 
of every Maas Faith atom peo 


'h Ach Nord &, {et at. Nowght, 


and Permanent, always ore "ll ſathe, afd #f- 
vers of theſe do not only adit and approve of 
great variety in ſeveral matters relating to the 


Church, or any Church in gegeral-toimpoſead 
unifotmity upon the individual Members of theif 
Commuttion. - In the Church at "Rowe, (K6- 

$ Poittts it 


#5 14) ſiich'as were Strong night 


matters of Religion ; bat ſiic] 

were not to be furmmoned to, or 
the Reſolutions of the | 
weak in Faith world 


Day alike, arid did not it to = 


And the Rule in their Cafeis plain and pot 
every Man was tobe 2 Rule to himſelf; to #6 
therein or forbear as he was petſwaded in his 


own Mind, for whateever je dio Faith is Sir: 
They were all tojudge one another, and 
Man herein left to an account. of 


or give an Offence to his Brother. 940 
inthe Church at C##hith ( Cor. 14. aLs 
ve Membe' 


It- 


fares to Tach an Uniformity in Workbip, as tends 


to apridg any iadividual M:mbers thereof, that 
Libzrty which is granted - by . the Avolt'e in 


any of theſe Particulars they therein vary from 
the invariable Rules of - our Lord; and if ' the 
Churches or Eccleſiaſtical Rulers within them- 
ſelves niight -not impo'e any (uch terms of Com- 
maunion as might deltroy this Liberry, nor bring 
any of their Memvers uader any Eccleftaltical 
Cenſures or Judgmeats for + taking a liberty co 
Diſfl>at from the rett, ia not o>ſe:viag a Day to 
the Lord, when others would do it, or for Wor- 
ſkipping in vther Manner and Form then the ge- 
nerality of the Church would do, (ſo as the 
Church were not thereby interrupted in their 
publick Worſhip) Certaialy, by a Parity of 
Reaſon, this Chriftian Zi>erty ſhould not be in- 
fringed by any Human Laws iaflitiag temporal 
Penalties for Non-coaformity to the Days and 
Modes of Worſhip preſcribed by ſuch Laws, 
when it is evideat ſuch Humana Laws have been in 
proceſs of time, and may be again (from the Rea- 
fons before expreſi-d) ſubje&t to ſuch Mutations, 
as to infli& Penakies for doing that at onetime, 
-as if it were in its ſelf a Crime, which at ano- 
thet time they command, under the like Penalty, 
to be done, asif it were a poſitive a2d indiſpen- 
fable Duty 3 And the removing of all temporal 
Penalties and Incapacities from ſuch Religious 
Laws and Teſts ſeems to be ſo much the more 
reaſonable, becauſe it has always been and is 
granted on all Hands, "That the Natural and Ci- 
vil Rights of a Supream Gorernouur are neither 
more or leſs, whether his Conſcience or Religi- 
on agree with or differ from the Religion Efta- 
bliſhed by Statute Laws within his Dominions, 
and the (ame reaſon-may hold, that ſuch of his 
Subje&s alſo, as differ from the Eſtabliſhed Reli- 
gion, may notwithſtanding their different Sen- 
timents therein, be upon an equal Foot with the 
reſt of their feflow Subjetts, as to the enjoy- 
ment of any-Civil Rights or Priviledges ; « [pe- 


cially confidering that it is not eſlentia!!yQeceſ-- 


fry to, nor under the immediate care or concern 
of the Ciyil Government, that all their Subjets 
ſhould be compelled by: any temporal Penalties 
or Diſabilitiesto be of one andthe ſame Religion, 
and that by other Cantions a of Civil,and not of a 
Religious Nature, the Peace and Security of the 
| DG UPEP Ta may-be ſufficiently provided 


- IX+ The contemplation. of that. ſcrics of Di- 


1426) | | 


vine Provilence, which h1: of Ht» Yorre bom 
manifecte1 am »1g't us, ad-nini ters ſom: graun 


for cauzioa, That we do nat irregularly» refit. 


the effects of it, nor fret un er ity! fo as to 
tranſpreſs the general Laws of Goverameac, by- 
adhering toy nuch to, the . Letter of ſame ' Sta- 
ture L1ws, which agree not very well with the" 


preſent tate of it, and .may a1mit-of an altera-: 


tio1 without the breach of any Diviae Law, if 
a Liberty for every dig exerciſe of his Religi- 
on, according to the Dittates of his Conſcience, 
(guided by comman Reaſoa, and the meafare of 
his Uaderſtaading of the Will of Gul therein} 
with Security to his Natural and Civil Rights, 
be of mare value in its ſelf, then aa Uniformity: 
in any Mode of Worſhip, , which is nor of choice 
or voluntayy, but conſtrained by temporal Penal- 
ties; Then what the Xing deſires herein ought 
to be complyed with for its own ſake : And if too 
much inſiiting on an outward Form'of Godlineſs; 
under colour of Law, or exerciſe of Power, e- 
yea to the prophaning of the Sacred M 'Reriesto 
ſo mean a aſe, as not only to, keep, or turn Mem 
ouat'of civil Imployments, but to make them ſab- 
ſcribe to-the granting 0: denyiag a Liceaſe to ſeH 
Ale,% (0little regarding the Power of Godlineſs, 
may be 2 jalt cauſe froi1 above tomake us fear 9- 
therExerciſes thea we have yet felt;it is high time 
for us to ſeek after ſome other means to preſerve 
our Religion an Civil Rights, then by continu» 
ing ſach Laws in Force, as have given occaſion, 
or have been made uſe of tocountenance ſuch a- 
buſe ofthe Sacred Myſteries; A141 whatever our 
ears may jultly ſuggeſt, as to future: Events; it: 
ſeems to be much more juſtifiable and prulent'to 
ſabſcribe to, and alſo improve the preſeat Occur- 
reaces of Provideace, by all ſuch means as are 
agreeable with our preſent Daty to G2d and the 
K ing, and equal right-doing to all Men, and 
thereb 7 to ſeek and ſecure the peaceable and fres 
exerciſe and enjoyment of our Religious and Ci- 
vil —_— in ſuch Methods as are propoſed by his 
Majefy for this preſent Age (leavingthe. Events 
in Ages tocome, to the ilues of the Diriae 
Providence which has brought us to the ſtate 
we are now under) then by reſifting the preſent 
Occurrences thereof, and contending to maintain 
a particular Intereſt, to the prejulice of man” 0» 
thers whoare not wrapt aptherein,(under colour 
of ſome preſent Laws not agreeiag with the pres 
ſent ſtate of our Government) to hazard all oarc 
Settlement during this Ag-, upon a preſumption 
we may in the Generation to come obtain a better 
Setticuacut 
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Settkement, which prefumed better Settlement 
js ſo.auly ineſtcem with relation toſuch Intereſts 


"as may be therein comprebended excluive of 


many, and we know not, nor have any certainty 
how many or what Intereſts ſhall be comprehen- 
ded therein, or excluded thereout.. For ſuch as 
acknowledg the Divine Providenee, in bringing 
about the Changes ig Government which have 
already hapned, andare viible among(t us, will 
be lafe and quiet- (at leaſt in their Conſciences) 
in doing that which is indiſputably lawful in its 
ſelf, it not a preſent indiſpenſable Duty, and 
truſting to the ſame Providence, as ts future E- 
vents, whatever may happen. Thenany cau we 
who ſhall be Inftrumental to hinder ouc pretent 
Settlement in oppoſing ſuch a C ourie as is lawful 
i its ſelf, and coutcnuing in ſuch a manner as is 
manuceitly inexpedient for the preſent Seaſon, 
(and very diſputable at the leaſt, whether it'be 
confifteat with our preſent Duty to God, and to 
our Soveraign) in caſe the immediate Conſequen- 
ces, or future Occurrencesof ſuch an oppolition 
—_ prove otherwiſe then they expe or 
dere. 


X. Another Confideration ariſes from the 


terines of the laft Teſt and tendency of the Law 
"by which it is Eſtabliſhed. The Law is perpetual, 
,and reaches not cnly to the then preſent Xing and 


Queen ,* but to their Koyel Succeſſors Kmmgs Or 
Queens of England. And if any Subje&t (to per- 
petuity) who ſhould at any time afterwards be 
convidt of Popiſh Kecuſancy come adviſedly into,or 
remain in the Preſence of the Xing or Queens Me 
j:#y, or irto the Court or Houle where they or 
any of them Refide, he ſhall incur and ſuffer all 
the Pains, Penalties, Forfeitures and Dilabilities 
in that A mentioned or contained, unleſs every 
Perſon ſo Convitt do reſpettively in the next 
Term aſter {uch bis coming or remaining take 
the Oaths, and make and ſubſcribe the Declara- 
tion preſcribed in his Majefies High-Court of 
Chancery: Aud if any Peer, or Member of the 
Houſe of Peers, or Member of the Houſe of 


Commens, {hall preſume to do any thing contrary. 


to that AR, he ſhall be thenceforth deemed and 
adjudged a;Popiſh Recuſaxs, convidt to all intents 
and purggls whatſoever, And ſhall Forfeit ard 
Suffer as a Popiſt Recuſent convift : "This laſt 
Clauſe is ſomewhat unuſal, for -it might have 
ſufficed if.a Proteft ant Peer or Member preſumed 
to do any ing: contrary to that AQ, that he 
e 


ſhould ſuffer like Penalties as a Pepiſb Recuſant, 


uſage in the Church of Rome, whether univerſal- 


but that which relatesto the for 
the rime being, «more eetovwrdoqes» £09 
to Her Servauts and Attendants3 for the Proviſe 
which was proper forthe then aye 
is now the Qxeen Dowager, that nothing Aa 
ſhould relate toany Perfon being a watural bor 
Subje&t of the Kig of #1144, ' who" thoutd 
then or afterwai.. . < a Swern Servant to the 
Nucens Ma, jiy, not exceeding at any one” tins 
Naze uu Number, is not ſo per to Her Rojaf . 
Succeſſor, Her preſerit Majeffy, nor —— 
other ſucceeding Queen, if a Native of E s 
or of any other Kingdom except Portugal,” to 
whom this Att equally extends, who is not there- 
by A eowog to have any one Man Servantor 
Othcer to attend Her Royal Perſon, except he 
be a Pertaguize by «Birth, without being liable 
for ſuch his Service, to all the Penalties of this 
uy he perform not all the Conditions there- 


of. | 
It may be alſo- obſerved, that {oth 4 relates 
to the then- preſent uſe .in the Church of Rome, 
and the Tef being a ſolemn Atreftation in the 
preſence of God, of the 'Atteftants Belief cos 
cerni- g the matters to be teftified and declared 
requires in the nature of it ſonie what more then 
a general Report 'or Traditlon,* how the uſage 
then was in the -Chburch of Rome. And it” is not 
impoſhble to conceive that a -Hundred Years 
hence, or at ſome Seaſon or 'other, within "leſs 
then that time, 'the uſage in'the Churchof Rome 
may be very different from what they were then, 
25 to the matters declared in the Tef, tobe Super- 
fitiow and 1dolatrou > Neither can it be ſo well 
comprehended as it ſhould be in a ſolemn Decla- 
ration of an Article of a Chbrifians Belief in the 
preſence of God, what may be intended by the 


ly of every Member who is in Communion with 
the Church of Kome, (for it catinot be ſuppoſed 
to be ſtrifily tyedto the Charch inthe Ciryof 


Rome) or to the generality of that Co | 
wherein many Ferſons may be compretitinges. 
who will not altogether decline or ſeparate 
Communion from the Church of Rome,” th? 
do not Believe or Prattice.all theſe things/as they 


' are decreed inthe Councils of that Church; and 


may te ready to ſay, - That tho" they adore Sainits 
in other . manner then the Proteſtants do, yer they 
believe with the Proteſtants, that Divise Adirition 
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is due-only to-Gods When.in Diftonrſe with a 
Roman Catbolick., of ent Knowledg, in the 
Coutroverſal Points of the.r Religion, 1 alledged 
the Super itition aud. Ipethicacy of their Praying 
to Saipts, in rd they were neither Omnaipre- 
ent: to ey nk nor Omniſcient to diſ- 
cern between the Sincerity and Hypocrifie of any 
that Pray'd to them. He gave. me-no ſatisfatto- 
x5. Anſwer, but returned upon me an Objectian, 
Thet.:theje of , 4be. Communion. of :be Church of 


him any - (atis Reply , . withaut granting 
—_— —_— fir Point than 1 ht was 


potthis in any Caſe as pleading in excuſe, or gi- 
VI0g. naace. to any Superſtitious or Idola- 
trous Pradtice, but. to by _ x 
terms:in the Tef# are tq. be precilely Iloterprete 

and rightly ah 20h and that becauſe by, how 
much the leſs. perfely,any ſolema Oath or At- 
teftation is padertaod by ſuch as take it, by ſo 


much of leſs wejght it will be upon the Coalci- . 


ence to obſerve, it; and if in proceſs of time ſuch a 
Law, being perpetual, .may.become very impro- 
per inthe general ſcope of .it, and in ſome re- 
ipefts.is. lo.now. The ſqpaer it,comes to be.ex- 
plained;-altered or ,wboelly lajd aſide, ſu much 
the þetter3 and if it, be well weighed how this 
Law, andthe Law for the. firlt 7eff alſo intren- 
chez upog [ſeveral Points. of Royal Prerogative, 
which.ja other Caſes, both as.to Laws of a 

i830us and of 2a Civil ,Nature, has been here- 


— And how theſe Laws have and do 
ey Pexſons, to temporal Penalties and 
Dilabilities as. tothe enjoymeat of Civil Rights 
For. their Cooſcientious Dilent in Religious 


'Qpinigns from the Church of _ England. It may 


| very juſt and reaſonable, that theſe Laws 
q be agaia conſidered iu the next, ſucceed- 
ing Parliement, and either Repealed, or other- 


' a Yoga; That the Sovereign 
Pyeragative, and the Subxtts Civil Rights, ma 
be ,better provided for then they are by theſe 
Law$as they cow remain. 


XL.-If cogether with-the Repeal defired, the 
fuhftance of the. Kings .Declergigy be entirely. 


(29). | 
and in the ſame. Law of Repeal-enated, which: 
in the farit_place is. to mainiais the Arch- Biſhops, 
bis Subjets of the 


as a reaſon and jut ground of- 


Biſbops, Clergy, and 'al:0t 
Church of England in the free exerciſe of their Re» 
For « by pray arty 9) and in - 
Ten + 0120p #hetr Poſſefidns. , All ſuch grand 
ſubyerſions of the, preſent order of things Fecke- 
faſtical, and general change of Hands ia things 


of a Civil Nature, as have heretofore happened. 


upon the Succeſſive Sovereigns differing from the 
Religion Eſtabliſhed in the Raign of his Prede- 
ceſiars, may not . oaly for the Preſent, but in all 
fature Ages allo be ayoided ; and the Mutations 
which fn any gradual courſe -areikely-to enſue. 
ſuch .a Repeal, and ptoviſiaa at the ſame time 
made.cither in Civil or Religious Concerns, will 
in all*probability be leſs Perceptible, and leſs Th 
convenient, during this Generation then ever 


. has beem-experimented in the like Caſe, or can 


otherwiſe be reaſonably expeRted upon ſuch a 


change in the Government 2s has now hapned, . 


eſpecially if the Severities for the cauſe of Religi- 
on, which have been' for many Years ' exerciſed, 
and the inconfiſtency of theſe Teſt Laws, made in 
the Reign of a Proteftant K ing, as to Attendances 
on the Perſon. of the Soveraizn, and the Qualifi- 
cations required as to all Civil and Military 
Offices upon the Succeſſion of a X'ing of the 
Ronan Catholich, Religion to the Throng, be well 
cunſadered. 


XII. A Repeal of ſuch Penal Laws and Tefts, 
as are before mentioned, may, if "his 2ajefy 


Pleaſe to give his Royal Aſſent, be recorpenced 


by other Proviſions properly neceflary to prevent 
future Mutations. .1n Eftabliſhing Corporations 
upon a more fixt Foundation then they ſtand at 
preſent, by -a previous Ty," of a civil Nature, 
to be taken hy all Perſons therein, and in all other 
Places and Counties who are otherwiſe qualified 
to EleCt, before they give their Votes in any 
Eleftion. By. Clauſes in the 1ndentures, before 
the Elected be returned, and by every Perſon 
who ſhall be Eke@ed to ſerve in Parliament, or 
put into any Office or Place of Truſt or Power, 
io framing Commiſſions for the exerciſe of Judi- 
catures, and many other things ofdlike Nature 
which the Wildom of a Parliamedt" Bay readily 
ſuggeſt. 

For a Cloſe, by reflefting upon the two main 


Paints before mentioned, the one claimed by. - 


his Majeſty as inſeperably annextto, and inherent 
in his Royal Perſon. by the Law of Nature, 


quiet and 
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or 


-m 
"RS 


VERBETTIT IY3 0 ITGPIR  .+ 


= TY 4 


rh. 4 


TE RE 


Cs. 


VERITY I 0 ICE 1 


« 

b A 
# 
or” 


TO. HAVE THE BENEFIT OF 
THE SERVICE OF ALL 'HIS 
LOVING SUBJECTS. The ather 
granted by their &igbwefſes, THAT NO 
CHRISTIAN OUGHT TO BE 
ILL USED, 'BECAUSE HE DIF- 
FERS FROM. FHE PULICK AND 
ESTABLISHED RELIGTO NN. 
here is one thing more occurs which 1 ſhatl 
offer to confideration, which ſeems to me,/taken 
ſingly (if there were nomore-to be alleggediin 
this calc) a good reaſon why theſe Penal Laws, 
which require the taking of - the Sacyament Oarts 
and' Teſts, thould be cither in expreſy/ terms re- 

aled,ortv hich is tantamount)by ſome newLaw, 
N za et and limizzed as that the Penalties 
and: Diſabilites may not be- inevitable; but ſome 
way or other: (by 'and -confiftent with the dil- 
charge- of -a/good Conſcience towards God' and 
the  XKivwg ) be avoided, For as the caſe now 
ftands, His Majeffy being pleaſed to Nominate, 
Authorize and Appoint many Perſons who are 
Diſlenters from the Eſtabliſhed Religion, . (and in 
that regard cannot with a good Conſcience: take 
Sacraments, Oathsand  Tefts in the manner they 
are enjoyned) toexecute ſeveral publick Offices, 
and ſome ſuch Perſons may alſo.be Called or E- 
ked to ſerve in Parliament. If any of them 
do refuſe to ſerve in any of theſe publick Orhces 
or Places of Truft, they are by onr Laws liable 
to be very ill uled by Fires and Imprifonments, 
and that juſtly roo (as ispreſumed) becauſe they 
reſuſe to Execute ſuch Offices and Places of 
Truſt, as are -not only Lawful but Neceflary, 
and meft be Executed by them or ſome others: No 
Man can by our preſert Laws excuſe himſelf 
(when he is not legaily priviledged or exempted) 
from any Service to which ke is lawfully called 
by his own Default, that is by his not qualifying 


himſelf according -to the Direttions of Law for - 


the Execution of thoſe Places, and if he do ac- 
cept and ferve 'in thoſe Places, without ſuch a 
Q.alfcativn (to, which he cannot in Conſcience 
ſu!-mit) he is obnoxions to as ill uſage for Servin 
and Aftiag in thoſe - Offices and Places of Tru 


as if he refuſed, ſo that until the Law be- other-- - 


wiſe declared, or ſume ſuiteable Proviſion in 
this caſe made by fome other. Law. Such as are 
moſt conſciencious and defirous to diſcharge that 
reſpeQiveDuty which they ow to God their K ing, 
and their- Country, .in our preſent Circumſtances 
are mere liable then any others to be very ill ufed; 
and if this be well conſtdered, that the Xing 
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- many places, chule ſuch as are Dj 


- "ſend out his Writs for that purpoſe.” 'Jt © 0 
: be Rewn; 'T hat as the Laws now Mer of For 


' Flef0r5 no Power to chafe ſuch Perfons toſerve 


' out taking the Sacrament Ombsr and 
" refufing tv ſerve becauſe 


. dous or 'chargeable” Othce or" Plate 
- ypon' pretence of 'Conſcience, and the difficaity 


| King! ' Prerogetive and the" S 
as c 


' ment, or 'to-any ſbct} Office, i caſei the 


who bas the ſole Nominationand Power to 'Au- 
thorize ſuch' Perſons as he pleaſes to ſerve in 
places of hi Judicature and "froft :*- And 
BleRors, if they nay have their free Choice, as 
by Law they ought to have, will probably, 1a 
to ferve 


Majeffy {hall'plea'e to 


in Parliament, when"his 


has no Power to Appoint or- Command, and the 


requifi thar theſe preſet Repenled, be 
requitit that theſe preſent Laws be R or 
ſo far altered and limirtee'thar ſach/as are Ditſen- 
ters may be ſecured in 'theit Conſtien/es, Civil 
Liberties and Properties either for ſerving with- 
55 or for 
cannot take them 3 
and whoſoever [hall "well weigh the”, 
Incotv=<niences and MM Conſequences are 
likely to follow'on - the-one Hand, by any Perſon 
being permitted to exeuſe'himſelf- # hazar- 
I ruſt, | 


of  contrivitg any ſuch Taw as ſhaM” limit che 
ubje@; Eleitton,' fo - 
the' k. ing ſhall not commatd” any of His 
Subjetts to atrend his Perſon, ſerve in —_— 
or execute any publick Offiee'or Tmployment Ci- - 
vil or Military, but ſach only as voluntarily bayve 
or will take the -Saerament, Oarhs and Tefts, and 
ſo as the Penakty: incurred ſhall fall” upon” | 
Perfons who Ele@ any' Man to ſerve-inPartia« 
Perſy1 


Elefted will not Voluntary take them/in e:7 
as by Law preſcribed. An#iF it be c don © 
the other Hand how juſtifiable and* equal it is, - * 
and how we may be by other waysſeenred 'J 
all Hazards, if theſe Penal Laws 'and & - | 
pealed. It may appear ' more edfte and fafe to 
Repea] the(® aws am Fyfs; "then to contriveanv = 
New Law- confittert -with the -comtitigance «ff © 
thoſe Laws in force, which ſhall be <ffedwal' to + 
remedy the aforementioned and now unavoid-- © 
able Inconvreniences. 


> - 

What his Lordſhip favs, -pag. 4.5+ That there © 

is a great difference to be obſerved in the.Con-» + 
duCt of thoſe of the K-ſormed Religion, where- © 
ther have the Government, towards Roman C4 © 
tholick's, and of the Conduit of the Komen Ca © 
tholick's where they have the Government, to- = 
wards ſuch as are of the Reformed &:Tigion, con- - 


not be denyel, and his may be a caution why no” 
Pro< 
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Froteflant Gevernors,'of-a Trotefl aut Naticy ſhould 
toluntarily invite any Komen Catkelick's to 
t2ke a (hare with them in their Government who 
carrot claim any right in it, but this dces not 
. reach our Cale at all, We are provicentialy 
breuglt under the Goverrment cf a Severetgn 
Trince who is of the Reman Catholich, Religion, 
Ard he hath many Subje&s, of the ſame Religi- 
. cn, who by the Laws of Nature claimaccorcing 


to their Quality and Numbers, an equal ſhare 


with others in 'the enjeymert of Civil Rights 
and Priviledges ; and uncer cur preſent Circum- 
fances, it is equally as unjuſt & yalate to preſs for 
the execution of ſuch Penal Laws againſt them 


for their Religions ſake, as it would be to preſs 
for the obſervance of -Rules made w a cemmen | 


Caſe, when we fall under ſuch Fmergenics as 


. Tequire the ſuper.kcn, of - them, Belidesas we |. 
havea. Prince of the Aeoman.IC attolick Ke Mghor, | 


ſo we have alſo a Sovereign who in this re heet 
Ciffers, frem and excels all cthers of that Religi- 


. on ; in that His defires are to ſettle all things, on 


ſuch a Foundation, -as may be a laſting ſecurity 
to all: his /SubjeAs, ſo far as Soyeraign Poner, 
the wiſdem of a Parliament, ſubje&ts conſent, and 
.commen -interefſt -of the; whole can provide ; 
that rcpe of them may} ſuffer any Cammage 
in their civil Rights, for the ſake of their K e- 
ligion, 2nd that-all civil Intereſts, notwithſtand- 
ing their different opinions in Religion, may be 
united in the common-defence ard Security 0! his 
'Majcſties Kirgdems 3 a thirg-m.oft defiraide in 
its {elf, and roft conducible yo-the Safety, V\ cl- 
fare and Honour of the; Nation, Cther Neigh- 
bouring Kings and States may well be jealcus of, 
and underhand indeavour what they can £0 PIc=- 
vent ſuch a Settlemeut -but in contemplation 
that their Zighneſes are in a pefiibility of ſuceed- 
Eno Fires, 1 ſce no reaſon, why it ſbou;d 
not be, efteemed- their Intereſt to. promote t].c 

ſeftlement of his Maj:ftiss Three K ingdomes on 

uth a Foundation of Veace.;and Union as is de+, 
figned by his Royal and Gracious Declaray 

Hon. 
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And ifnone of theſe thingswhich 1 bave written 
@p. prevail with his Zprdſbip, tw more Their 
_HKighnſes to give their Conſent and Afbitance 
vpen ſuch ave terms of caution, as are offered 
by his Majeſty to the repealof theſe Penal Laws 
and Tifts, which ftand in the way of ſach a 
peaceable and laſting Settlement, as is propoſed 
and defired,/ yet 1 hope it may prevail with him 
fo to repreſent to their #ighzefſes luch of the 
Diſ:enters+as in their reſpeCive Stations, indea- 
vour the accompliſ.ment thereof, as that their 
Highneſfſes may not be offended thereat, Becauſe 
what they have done and ſhall do herein, 1 
.CUT OEFEGRATITUDE AND DU- 
TY, TO; HIS MAJESTY, OBEDE 
ENCE.TO THEGENERAL LAWS 
-BOTH-OF-NATURAL AND RE- 
VEALED RELIGION, AND LOVE 
LO'THE: PRINCIPLES AND 
PROSPERITY OF THE REFOR M- 
.ED RELIGION. Whichforbidsevery Mas 
to do that 10 another, which be would not bave done 
;to timſelf, and commands every Man' to do bis pre- 
» ſent duty 10 God in 1he firft place, and to bis preſem 
Scveraign in the next- place ; leaving the ſucceſs 
-.and fnture events.of .their ſodving to the Wile 
and Gracious difpoſal-of God, who judgeth a- 
monrgſt the Gods, fitteth: upon. the Flcods as 
King for ever, does Rule,and Will over-Rule all 
things as fot his cwn Glory, foalſo for the gcod 
_of them that fearchim, and knows how to delt- 
ver the Godly gut of Tamptations: Into whole 
Pands it is better to ccmmit the keeping of, our 
Souls in well-doing, with ſuch hazards as attend 
the outward Man, then for the preſervaficn of 
the. outward Man, to firain any Religious Opi- 
nion in reference to _civit Concerns in any ſuch 
manner or meaſure as is inconſiſtent with the 
general Laws cf Religion and Nature, for'whq- 
,ever-makes ule of any ſuch method tq, preſerve 
his. civil Concerns, or defend or-propagate his 
Religion, it may be ſuſpetted he is either wrong 
;n-his Opinion, or takes a wrong courſe to-main- 


tain it. 
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